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THE  JEW  MUST  WAIT 


STRIPPED  of  all  anti-Semitic  vitu- 
perations reminiscent  of  Goebbels, 
the  recent  speech  by  Ernest  Bevin, 
British  Foreign  Minister,  can  be  sum- 
marized as  one  that  once  more  tells  the 
world  that  the  "Jew  can  wait."  Bevin 
has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  ad- 
mittance of  100,000  Jews  into  Palestine 
will  not  "touch  the  fringe  of  the  prob- 
lem of  the  refugees  of  Europe."  And 
since  the  problem  will  not  be  fully  solved 
through  the  rescue  of  that  number,  it  is 
better  to  let  them  rot  in  their  concentra- 
tion places  until  Bevin  and  his  ilk  will 
find  a  complete  solution  to  the  problem 
of  the  "displaced  persons."  In  a  similar 
vein  he  claims  that  the  mere  wiping  out 
of  the  White  Paper  will  "not  lead  us  very 
far." 

• 

So  the  British  Government  resorts  to 
procrastination  through  the  appointment 
of  study  commissions.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  is  followed  by  a 
request  for  expression  of  opinions  on  the 
report  by  both  Arabs  and  Jews,  and  the 
setting  up  of  British  and  United  States 
Cabinet  Committees  to  study  the  "effects 
of  the  immigration  policy  recommended 
by  the  Anglo-American  Committee  of 
Inquiry." 

Ever  since  the  advent  of  the  Labor 
Government  we  learned  to  rely  very  little 
on  sympathy  from  Bevin.  He  proved 
himself  to  be  anti-Semitic,  despite  his  at- 
tempts to  disguise  his  antagonism  through 
fallacious  statements  about  the  difficul- 
ties in  implementing  the  unanimous  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Commission.  What 
is  most  surprising  is  the  passive  attitude 
of  the  Labor  Party.  Only  a  year  ago,  a 
few  months  before  achieving  power,  the 
Labor  Party  made  solemn  promises  favor- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  Jewish  Com- 


monwealth in  Palestine.  The  Laborites,  as 
is  well  known,  even  suggested  the  trans- 
ferring of  Arabs  from  Palestine  to  the 
neighboring  Arab  countries  in  order  to 
accommodate  more  Jews  wishing  to  set- 
tle in  the  Holy  Land,  something  that  no 
Zionist  dared  to  suggest.  At  one  time  or 
another  some  of  the  top-ranking  mem- 
bers of  the  Labor  Party  expressed  them- 
selves fully  in  accord  with  Jewish  aspi- 
rations. We  will  cite  but  two  such  state- 
ments. One  was  by  Herbert  Morrison, 
second  to  Prime  Minister  Attlee  in  the 
present  British  Government.  Discussing 
the  White  Paper,  Morrison  said:  "It  is  a 
cynical  breach  of  pledges  given  to  the 
Jews  and  the  world,  including  America." 
Another  prominent  Laborite,  Dr.  Hugh 
Dalton,  stated:  "It  is  indispensable  that 
steps  be  taken  to  obtain  common  support 
for  a  policy  of  establishing  a  fine,  happy 
and  prosperous  Jewish  state  in  Palestine." 

The  Labor  Party,  at  its  annual  confer- 
ence recently  held  at  Bournemouth,  did 
not  even  take  a  stand  on  Palestine,  and 
the  resolution  in  favor  of  a  Jewish  Home- 
land was  withdrawn.  Apparently  those 
in  favor  of  the  resolution  felt  so  out- 
numbered by  the  Bevinites  that  they  did 
not  want  to  take  the  risk  of  certain 
defeat. 

• 

During  the  war  Winston  Churchill, 
who,  while  a  member  of  the  opposition, 
fulminated  so  eloquently  against  the 
White  Paper  of  the  Chamberlain  Gov- 
ernment as  a  breach  and  repudiation  of 
the  Balfour  Declaration,  did  nothing  to 
abolish  it.  There  was  strategic  danger  in 
the  Near  East,  we  were  told,  and  there- 
fore nothing  could  be  done  to  open  the 
doors  of  Palestine  for  the  first  and  great- 
est victims  of  Nazi  and  Fascist  aggres- 
sion.   The  "architect  of  the  Jewish  fu- 


ture" counselled  Jewish  leaders  "to  wait," 
and  the  results  are  well  known.  Six  mil- 
lion Jews,  a  great  many  of  whom  could 
have  found  refuge  in  Palestine,  were 
wiped  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  And 
now,  with  the  war  over,  Bevin,  too,  wants 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  homeless 
persecuted  and  starving  Jews  of  Europe 
to  wait  until  the  Labor  Government  will 
make  up  its  mind  about  the  recommen- 
dation that  100,000  Jews  be  admitted  to 
Palestine.  His  Majesty's  Government,  says 
Prime  Minister  Attlee,  cannot  "be  rushed" 
into  a  quick  decision. 

• 

In  the  meantime,  the  militant  group 
of  Palestine  Jewry  has  taken  matters  into 
its  own  hands.  Blood  is  flowing  in  the 
Holy  Land,  Jewish  and  British.  The  he- 
roic self-restraint  maintained  during 
years  of  British  provocation  has  come  to 
an  end,  and  there  is  no  telling  what  it 
may  lead  to.  The  British  are  learning 
that  there  now  exists  in  Palestine  a  new 
type  of  Jew  who  is  ready  to  fight  for  his 
rights  and  who  is  capable  of  answering 
force  with  force  if  the  necessity  arises. 
The  Jews  of  Palestine,  in  the  words  of 
Judge  Joseph  C.  Hutcheson,  American 
Chairman  of  the  Anglo-American  Com- 
mission of  Inquiry,  are  "ready  to  defend 
their  land  as  did  the  Maccabeans  of  the 
Bible."  Deplorable  as  the  situation  is,  the 
responsibility  rests  on  Great  Britain  and 
its  failure  to  carry  out  its  obligation  un- 
der the  Mandate. 

What  of  the  future? 

We  cannot  believe  that  the  Labor  Gov- 
ernment can  continue  much  longer  in  its 
delaying  tactics  once  they  realize  that 
American  public  opinion  is  strongly  and 
earnestly  in  favor  of  letting  the  100.000 
enter  Palestine.  American  Jews  must  pre- 
vail upon  President  Truman  and  on  Con- 
gress to  insist  that  this  act  of  justice  and 
mercy  be  carried  out  as  speedily  as  is 
humanly  possible.  — Josf-ph  Got  dbi  rc. 
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JUST  BETWEEN  OURSELVES" 

An  Intimate  Chat  Between  Rahhi  and  Reader 


AN  EVENT  DESERVING  GREATER  ATTENTION 


LIFE  today  is  so  hectic  that  newspapers 
think  it  worth  while  to  report  only 
»  such  events  that  excite  interest  in 
the  large  masses  of  people.  Very  impor- 
tant events  do  occur,  however — events 
which  help  to  mould  the  future — which 
go  unnoticed. 

One  such  happening  occurred  just  a 
few  weeks  ago,  the  national  Convention 
of  the  United  Synagogue  of  America.  It 
was  a  most  imposing  gathering,  which 
left  a  deep  impress  upon  all  the  assembled 
delegates.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  Con- 
vention was  held  just  at  the  time  when 
the  railroad  strike  was  called,  which  pre- 
vented many  delegates  from  attending, 
more  than  four  hundred  leading  Jews, 
representatives  of  Synagogues  throughout 
the  country,  did  attend. 

What  impressed  this  writer  most  was 
the  serious  attitude  with  which  the  rank 
and  file  of  these  delegates  approached  the 
many  problems  which  face  the  religious 
life  of  our  Jews  in  America.  Not  that 
they  ignored  the  fate  of  our  unfortunate 
brethren  in  the  European  lands,  nor  the 
present  plight  of  Jewish  Palestine.  These 
gave  them  much  concern,  and  they 
evinced  a  strong  determination  to  join 
with  all  forces  in  American  life  to  bring 
new  hope  and  new  life  to  our  stricken 
brethren  abroad  and  to  make  the  Jewish 
Commonwealth  in  Palestine  a  reality. 
But  there  was  also  the  realization  on  their 
part  that  we  have  a  duty  to  the  Jews  of 
America,  that  the  spiritual  hfe  of  Ameri- 
can Israel  needs  to  be  strengthened,  and 
that  the  Synagogue  above  all  must  be- 
come— what  it  was  throughout  the  ages 
— the  pivotal  point  around  which  all 
Jewish  life  is  centered.  How  to  accom- 
plish this  aim  was  the  great  problem  in 
need  of  solution.  The  addresses,  delivered 
by  some  of  the  outstanding  leaders  in  the 
Conservative  group,  were  thought-pro- 
voking as  well  as  inspiring.  They  gave 
ample  proof  that  our  leaders  were  grap- 
pling with  this  problem  and  that  many 
of  our  laymen,  too,  are  beginning  to  give 


thought  to  the  vital  needs  of  the  Syna- 
gogue, if  that  institution  is  to  fulfil  the 
function  with  which  destiny  endowed  it. 

Above  all,  there  was  a  keen  apprecia- 
tion on  the  part  of  all  assembled  that 
here  was  a  task  not  for  one  Synagogue 
alone  to  achieve,  no  matter  how  success- 
ful it  might  be,  nor  for  one  Rabbi,  nor 
for  one  group  of  laymen.  This  was  an 
effort  requiring  united  action,  the  united 
thinking  of  all  Rabbis  and  of  all  laymen 
— a   task   for   a   United  Synagogue,  in 


WASHINGTON  is  becoming  more 
cautious  with  regard  to  proposals 
concerning  Palestine  now  being  made  by 
the  British  Foreign  Office  to  our  State 
Department.  It  is  known  that  the  Brit- 
ish Government  has  submitted  no  less 
than  sixty  questions  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment with  regard  to  the  admission  of 
100,000  Jews  to  Palestine.  It  can  be  re- 
vealed that  Britain  is  demanding  that  at 
least  three  American  divisions  be  sta- 
tioned in  Palestine  before  the  Jews  are 
admitted.  U.  S.  Chief  of  Staff  Gen. 
Dwight  Eisenhower  was  consulted  about 
this  request,  and  his  reply  was  that  there 
is  no  possibility  of  sending  American 
troops  anywhere  unless  Congress  con- 
tinues the  draft  act. 

Britain's  alleged  reason  for  requesting 
American  troops  is  that  more  military 
might  is  needed  in  Palestine  to  prevent 
Arab  outbreaks  against  the  admission  of 
the  100,000  Jews.  Actually,  it  is  taken 
for  granted  that  Britain  is  less  afraid  of 
an  Arab  uprising  in  Palestine  than  ever 
before.  There  are  now  more  British  sol- 
diers in  Palestine  than  at  any  time,  and 
their  number  is  constantly  growing.  It 
is  obvious  that  Britain  is  transferring  its 


which  the  leaders  of  all  Synagogues  in 
America  joined  hands  to  work  together 
for  a  common  goal. 

The  officers  of  the  United  Synagogue 
deserve  hearty  congratulations  for  the 
success  of  this  Convention.  It  was  a 
tribute  to  their  zeal  and  devotion  in  the 
task  which  they  assumed.  It  is  the  ear- 
nest hope  and  prayer  of  this  writer  that 
our  own  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center,  which 
played  a  leading  role  in  the  early  devel- 
opment of  the  United  Synagogue,  will 
now  give  much  more  thought  to  its  pro- 
gram and  work,  and  begin  to  take  a  more 
active  part  in  helping  to  make  the  United 
Synagogue  of  America  a  power  and  an 
influence  in  moulding  a  healthy,  vital 
and  dynamic  Jewish  spiritual  life  in 
America. 


military  might  from  Egypt  to  Palestine 
as  part  of  its  plan  to  make  the  Jewish 
Homeland  a  military  bastion  against  pos- 
sible Russian  expansion  in  the  Near  East, 
and  a  few  American  divisions  in  Palestine 
would  only  help  to  make  the  British 
stronger. 

Foreseeing  that  Britain  is  far  from 
making  Palestine  either  a  Jewish  or  an 
Arab  state,  or  even  a  bi-national  state, 
some  Zionists  in  London  approached  the 
British  Labor  Party  to  sound  it  out  on 
the  prospects  of  Palestine  becoming  a 
British  dominion.  If  Palestine  were  a 
British  dominion,  many  think  the  Arabs 
would  not  be  in  a  position  to  object  to 
Jewish  immigration.  But  the  unofficial 
British  reply  through  the  Labor  Party 
was  that  the  Government  is  not  inter- 
ested at  present  in  giving  Palestine  the 
status  of  a  dominion.  What  the  British 
Government  wants,  from  all  indications, 
is  to  get  the  sole  control  over  Palestine 
under  a  United  Nations  trusteeship.  And 
it  seems  that  such  control  will  be  given 
to  Britain  at  the  forthcoming  session  of 
the  U.N.  General  Assembly  in  September. 

—  Through  U.T.A. 


PALESTINE  COMMENTARY 

By  BORIS  SMOLAR 


Brooklyn  Jewish  Center  Review 


Portrait  of  a  Man  Who  Is 
Admired  and  Condemned 

JUDAH  LEIB  MAGNES 
-"RABBI  ERRANT" 


DR.  JUDAH  L.  MAGNES,  now  vis- 
iting us,  may  or  may  not  become 
the  storm-center  of  Zionist  con- 
troversy, because  of  the  nature  of  his  re- 
cent testimony  before  the  Anglo-Ameri- 
can Commission  on  Palestine  at  Jerusalem. 
Certain  columnists,  asserting  that  they 
are  politically  wise,  hint  broadly  that  the 
Commission  had  definitely  based  its  vol- 
uminous report  on  Magnes's  testimony. 
For  the  moment  all  this  speculation  must, 
however,  be  relegated  to  the  realm  of 
kibetzarnya  gossip,  cafe  politik. 


Tall,  handsome,  highly  cultured  and 
charmingly  mannered,  the  Hebrew  Uni- 
versity Chancellor  has  retained  a  host  of 
friends  in  New  York  as  well  as  in  Jeru- 
salem. His  American  interests  had  been 
both  varied  and  manifold.  There  are 
American  liberals  who  may  still  recall 
that  in  1919,  the  Socialist  Rand  School 
published  his  volume  on  "Russia  and  Ger- 
many at  Brest  Litovsk,  A  Documentary 
History  of  the  Peace  Negotiations,"  as 
the  first  of  a  "series  of  monographs  on 
political  and  economic  questions  which 
it  is  hoped  will  prove  valuable  contribu- 
tions to  the  literature  of  the  Socialist  and 
Labor  movements."  That  was  after  Mag- 
nes  had  already  broken  with  the  Rabbi- 
nate as  a  career. 

As  a  matter  of  cold  fact,  even  though 
people  still  think  of  Magnes  as  the  for- 
mer Rabbi  of  Temple  Emanuel,  he  was 
associated  with  that  Temple  for  a  rather 
short  term  of  four  years,  from  1906  to 
1910.  Previous  to  that  he  held  a  pulpit, 
his  first,  in  Brooklyn;  and  following  his 
spectacular  exit  from  Emanuel,  he  min- 
istered only  a  single  year  at  B'nai  Jeshu- 
run,  the  conservative  congregation  which 
Rabbi  Stephen  S.  Wise  once  served  and 
which  has  now  Dr.  Israel  Goldstein  as  its 
minister.  Thus  the  entire  span  of  Mag- 
nes's clerical  life  was  contained  within 
the  space  of  a  single  Biblical  shemittah; 
and  then  he  broke  his  Rabbinic  fetters 
and  went  forth  an  Arthurian  Knight  Er- 
rant to  champion  causes  and  break  a  lance 
or  two  in  the  field  of  Jewish  communal 
life. 

But  as  to  that,  let  legend  speak.  Mag- 
nes, the  Rabbi-Errant,  did  become  a  leg- 
end. His  colleagues,  even  in  the  reform 
rabbinate,  applauded  his  courage.  This 
writer  recalls  how  the  patriarchal  reform 
Rabbi  of  Hartford  spoke  of  Magnes's 


break  with  Emanuel  as  "an  heroic  act 
dictated  by  a  prophetic  spirit."  Even 
Stephen  S.  Wise,  whom  gossip  regarded  as 
Magnes's  life-long  rival  in  the  field  of 
Jewish  leadership,  referred  to  him  at  the 
historic  Brandeis  Zionist  Convention  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  Boston,  as  the  "lion-hearted 
Judah  Magnes,"  a  play  on  his  names. 
Lion  and  Leib.  His  exit,  the  reader 
should  be  reminded,  was  occasioned  by 
his  public  protest  against  an  intermarriage 
in  his  Temple  Family. 

Magnes  has  a  Mission  to  Jerusalem,  and 
more  particularly  to  the  Hebrew  Uni- 
versity. But  his  first  love  was  the  Cause 
of  Zion.  He  is  a  native  of  California 
(where  the  climate  is  similar  to  that  of 
semi-tropical  Palestine)  and  was  educated 
at  a  middle-western  University,  in  Cin- 
cinnati. The  Hebrew  Union  College  or- 
dained him,  and  he  became  a  member  of 
its  faculty  after  he  was  awarded  his  Doc- 
torate by  the  university  of  Heidelberg. 
Early  in  his  career  he  was  attracted  to 
Zionism.  He  was  one  of  the  earlier  Sec- 
retaries of  the  Zionist  Organization  of 
America,  when  its  offices  were  still  on 
East  Broadway  and  the  organization  was 
looked  upon  by  intelligent  Rabbis  and 
respectable  merchants  as  puerile.  East 
Side  romanticism.  But  Magnes  did  not 
go  slumming  to  New  York's  Zion.  He 
organized  the  Order  Sons  of  Zion  and 
was  its  Nasi;  he  founded  Young  Judaea; 
he  helped  Henrietta  Szold  organize  Ha- 
dassah;  he  published  Dos  Yiddish  Folk, 
the  Zionist  Yiddish  weekly;  he  created 
the  Jewish  National  Fund  Bureau;  and 
he  inspired  the  birth  of  the  Intercollegi- 
ate Zionist  League.  He  devoted  many  an 
article  in  The  Menorah  Journal  to  Zion- 
ism, to  Jewish  culture  and  to  Jewish 
education.  Young  Magnes  was  the  leaven 
of  New  York's  nationalistic  intelli- 
gent zya. 

• 

It  is  nevertheless  true  that  his  place  in 
Zionist  history  has  not  yet  been  crystal- 


By  RABBI  LEON  SPITZ 

lized.  About  twenty  years  ago  this  writer 
sent  him  a  check  on  behalf  of  the  Con- 
necticut Zionist  region  to  cover  an  Achad 
ha  Am  scholarship  at  the  Hebrew  Uni- 
versity. He  acknowledged  it  in  a  beauti- 
ful Hebrew  and  in  most  gracious  terms, 
perhaps  because  Achad  ha  Am  was  spir- 
itually attuned  to  his  own  spirit.  He 
certainly  acknowledges  himself  an  Achad 
ha  Amist.  And  there  are  those  who  feel 
that  he  has  donned  Achad  ha  Am's  man- 
tle of  leadership  of  cultural  Zionism. 

Of  course,  Dr.  Magnes  is  a  political 
Zionist;  he  is  a  Zionist  statesman  even 
though  he  refused  Weizmann's  offer  to 
accept  a  seat  on  the  World  Zionist  Ex- 
ecutive. He  has  his  own  Zionist  platform 
with  followers  in  university  circles  and 
throughout  Palestine.  His  party,  which 
consists  largely  of  English-speaking  Jews 
in  Palestine,  augmented  by  very  large 
numbers  of  German  refugee  chalutzim, 
has  elected  a  sizeable  delegation  to  the 
Jewish  National  Council  of  Palestine  at 
the  most  recent  elections. 

• 

Whether  or  not  his  program  measures 
up  to  the  political  implications  of  the 
Basle  Program  is  another  story.  Whether 
or  not  his  program  is  realistic — in  other 
words,  whether  the  Arabs  will  accept  his 
proposal  of  a  fifty-fifty  Arab-Jewish 
State  under  United  Nations  supervision — 
that,  too,  is  another  story.  Truth  is,  that 
his  proposal  did  not  carry  conviction 
when  he  outlined  it  in  an  article  that  was 
published  just  about  a  year  ago  in  The 
Contemporary  Jewish  Record,  published 
by  the  American  Jewish  Committee. 
Still,  only  some  two  weeks  ago,  Professor 
Burroughs,  of  the  Yale  University  Divin- 
ity School,  who  had  spent  several  years 
in  Palestine,  told  this  writer  that  in  his 
opinion  Magnes  is  the  only  Jewish  leader 
who  enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
both  the  Arabs  and  the  Christian  intel- 
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lectuals.  Moreover,  to  the  Palestinian 
intclligentzya,  Jewish,  Moslem,  and 
Christian,  Dr.  Magnes  appears  in  the  role 
of  the  First  Citizen  of  Palestine. 

Magnes  was  always  persona  grata  to 
the  American  Christian  Colony  at  Jeru- 
salem. When  the  late  Professor  Bacon, 
professor  of  Biblical  archeology,  returned 
from  Palestine  and  lectured  at  Yale,  he 
spoke  in  the  most  glowing  terms  of  the 
then  Chancellor  of  the  Hebrew  Univer- 
sity and  told  how  the  two  of  them  had 
gone  forth  in  an  old  Ford  car  into  the 
wilderness,  climbed  Mount  Sinai,  and 
filled  a  jar  with  manna  which  they  picked 
at  sunrise  off  the  bushes  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. The  American-born,  German- 
trained  Rabbi  was  without  question  con- 
genial company  for  the  gentlemen  of  the 
American  School  of  Archeology  at  Jeru- 
salem. 

It  was  not  solely  his  "political  mod- 
eration," however,  that  won  him  entry 
in  British  official  circles.  His  personal 
charm,  his  dignified  bearing,  his  knowl- 
edge of  people,  contributed  to  the  respect 
which  all  the  High  Commissioners  had 
for  him.  • 

There  are  many  who  still  decry  Magnes 
as  the  "lost  leader."  And  yet  he  alone, 
with  Henrietta  Szold  at  his  side,  remained 
glued  to  his  post  in  Jerusalem  when  prac- 
tically every  lesser  American  Zionist 
leader  and  official  ran  for  cover  to  the 
States  during  the  Arab  riots,  and  later 
on  during  World  War  II.  It  is  for  this 
reason  that  this  writer  could  not  condone 
the  impetuous  cry  of  a  Palestinean  chalutz 
on  a  recent  American  tour,  "But  Magnes 
denies  the  justice  of  our  Cause!" 

"In  my  Father's  house  there  are  many 
mansions"  was  borrowed  by  the  New 
Testament  from  our  Jewish  Talmud. 
Neither  fanaticism  nor  jingoism  will  be 
comfortably  accommodated  within  the 
framework  of  the  Jewish  Homeland.  Al- 
most two  thousand  years  ago  our  Sages 
proclaimed,  "Every  one  in  Israel  has  a 
share  in  the  Jewish  Tomorrow" — even  a 
Magnes,  despite  his  dissidence  from  ac- 
cepted and  official  Zionist  doctrine.  And 
they  who  still  cry  out  for  his  removal 
from  the  Presidency  of  the  Hebrew  Uni- 
versity have  merely  revealed  their  own 
pettiness. 

In  192  5  Dr.  Magnes  went  to  Palestine 
to  become  the  directing  head  of  that  little 
institution    which   nevertheless   took  on 


the  proud  name  of  the  Hebrew  Univer- 
sity of  Jerusalem.  The  semi-dilapidated 
stone  house  (the  seat  of  an  English  gen- 
tleman's estate)  on  Mt.  Scopus  was  the 
University. 

One  year  later  in  the  University's  First 
Yearbook,  Magnes  voiced  the  high  hope 
of  its  founders: 

"The  activities  of  the  Research  Insti- 
tutes are  bound  to  be  felt  by  the  country 
at  large  They  create  the  scientific  atmos- 
phere and  raise  the  intellectual  standard. 
They  enable  graduates  who  live  in  a  back- 
ward country  to  keep  abreast  of  the 
progress  of  the  sciences.  .  .  .  The  scien- 
tist is  free  to  select  his  problems,  and 
should  never  be  pressed  for  rapid,  tan- 
gible results;  yet  as  a  rule  he  will  choose 


I  SHALL  NOT  FEAR 

By  Evelyn  R.  Wald 

I SHALL  not  walk 
with  outstretched  hand 
as  if  for  alms; 
I  shall  not  beg 
and  bargain  for  life; 
with  comforting  psalms. 

I  shall  walk  erect, 
one  of  the  ancients  — 
and  fear  no  rod. 
I  shall  gaze  calmly 
into  the  face 
of  Jehovah  God. 


problems  for  the  solution  of  which  his 
surroundings  present  favorable  condi- 
tions; and  he  thus  renders  important  ser- 
vices to  the  country,  and  greatly  helps 
the  local  engineers,  physicians,  teachers 
who  have  hitherto  had  to  cross  the  sea 
when  looking  for  first-rate  scientific  ad- 
vice and  opportunities." 

Here  we  have  the  practical  idealist, 
Torah  le-sbcmah,  who  works  away  at  sci- 
ence for  science's  sake,  and  tries  to  yield 
an  immediate  profit  for  Palestine. 

Magnes  enlisted  the  aid  of  his  old 
friends,  the  American  Jewish  philanthro- 
pists. The  Rosenbloom  Building  came 
first,  and  it  was  followed  in  quick  suc- 
cession by  the  Untermeyer  Stadium,  the 
Wattenberg  Scientific  Laboratories,  the 
Lampert  Botanical  Gardens,  the  Hadas- 
sah-Rothschild  Hospital.  The  American 
Friends  of  the  Hebrew  University,  headed 
at  different   times  by  members  of  the 


Warburg  family  and  currently  by 
Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach,  have  responded 
generously  and  continuously  to  Dr.  Mag- 
nes's  vigorous  and  repeated  pleas  on  be- 
half of  the  University.  From  its  modest 
beginnings  in  1925,  it  has  grown  to  a 
score  of  magnificent  buildings,  a  staff  of 
200  scholars  who  have  been  assembled 
from  all  parts  of  the  world,  but  prepon- 
derantly from  German  universities,  and 
a  student  body  which  numbers  almost 
2,000,  embracing  all  creeds,  colors,  sexes, 
and  races.  Magnes  and  others  have  trans- 
formed the  vision  into  a  fulfillment. 
They  have  verified  the  prophecy  that 
"Out  of  Zion  Torah  shall  go  forth  and 
the  word  of  the  Lord  out  of  Jerusalem." 
• 

A  last  word  is  still  to  be  written  about 
Magnes,  the  American  Jewish  leader.  In 
religious  observance  he  seems  to  have 
found  himself  within  the  conservative 
school.  He  brought  to  the  University  as 
visiting  lecturers.  Professors  Louis  Gins- 
berg, Mordecai  M.  Kaplan  and  Israel  Da- 
vidson. He  is  one  of  the  Gabbaim  of  the 
Jeshurun  Synagogue,  which  has  been  set 
up  at  Jerusalem  by  the  United  Syna- 
gogue of  America.  It  was  Magnes  who 
introduced  Rabbi  Israel  Herbert  Levin- 
thai,  the  Rabbi  of  the  Brooklyn  Jewish 
Center,  when  the  latter  participated  in 
the  dedication  of  the  Hebrew  University, 
and  who  welcomed  him  when  he  came 
to  lay  the  corner-stone  of  the  Jeshurun 
Synagogue  Center  some  years  ago. 

Legend  has  it  that  in  his  American  ca- 
reer. Dr.  Magnes  was  a  pacifist  during 
World  War  I,  and  that  he  was  for  this 
reason  spirited  away  from  military  in- 
telligence by  his  influential  brother-in- 
law,  Louis  Marshall.  But  Magnes  never 
seriously  posed  as  the  American  Jewish 
Gandhi. 

Following  his  exit  from  the  Rabbinic 
career  he  engaged  himself  in  Jewish  com- 
munity leadership  in  a  big  way  and  on 
the  highest  level.  A  group  of  friends  or- 
ganized the  Society  for  the  Advancement 
of  Judaism,  and  designated  him  as  the 
leader,  a  post  which  he  graced  for  a  dozen 
or  more  years  and  was  succeeded  by  the 
present  incumbent.  Professor  Mordecai 
M.  Kaplan.  Throughout  that  period  he 
served  simultaneously  as  the  Chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  New 
York  Jewish  Community  Council,  or 
Kchillah.  True,  the  Kchillah  did  not 
[Continued    on    page  23] 
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Second  Part  of  a  Study  of 
A  Famous  Author^s  Concern  for  His  Race 

THE  TRAGEDY  OF  ISRAEL  IN 
BEER-HOFMANN'S  WORK 


EGOCENTRISM  dominated  the  last 
quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
Anarchism  was  in  its  heyday. 
Nietzsche  imagined  his  superman,  a  cruel 
Golem,  free  from  morality  and  ethics, 
that  fostered  the  Teutonic  megalomania. 
The  new  literary  school  called  symbolism 
rejected  naturalism,  and  stressed  the  ideas, 
the  subjective  inner  feelings  of  the  indi- 
vidual. Poetry  in  free  verse  accentuated 
the  sounding  of  the  words,  and  by  sym- 
bols tried,  as  in  music,  to  suggest  and 
communicate  the  most  fleeting  emotions 
of  human  experience. 

In  Jewish  life  a  profound  change  also 
took  place.  The  Mendelsohnian  school  of 
Jewish  adjustment  to  the  environment 
wilted  away.  The  center  of  Western  Jew- 
ish thought  was  no  more  Berlin,  but 
Vienna.  Here  a  new  approach  to  the 
problems  of  Jewish  life  was  provided  by 
Herzl  and  directed  the  living  Jewish 
forces  towards  Jewish  creativity. 


Richard  Beer-Hofmann  could  not  re- 
main aloof  from  these  influences  and, 
though  he  never  wrote  according  to  the 
dictates  of  any  school,  this  period  is  felt 
in  his  early  writings.  Jewish  lore  finally 
absorbed  his  literary  activity. 

He  was  twenty-seven  when  he  pub- 
lished his  first  two  stories:  "The  Aban- 
doned" (Die  Verlassene,  Das  Kind,  Came- 
lias,  1894).  The  characters  are  not  in- 
teresting. They  are  the  typical  libertines 
of  the  European  metropolitan  cities  called, 
euphoniously,  aesthetes.  They  are  ego- 
tists who  live  for  enjoyment  only  and 
measure  the  value  of  life  by  the  number 
of  love  affairs.  In  the  story,  "The  Child," 
a  youngster  becomes  an  innocent  victim 
of  the  life  of  his  parents.  Born  out  of 
wedlock,  the  child  is  placed  with  a  peas- 
ant woman  and  dies  from  lack  of  care. 
The  father  suffers  a  brief  remorse,  visits 
the  place  where  the  child  died,  realizes 
his  guilt,  feels  some  contrition,  meditates, 
but  on  his  way  home  the  feeling  of  guilt 
subsides  and  "the  wild  lust  for  life  over- 
whelms him." 

In  the  "Camelias"  the  same  type  of 
man  is  presented.  This  man  orders  a  bou- 
quet of  camelias  for  his  new  mistress, 
and  a  long  succession  of  thoughts  forces 
him  to  reconsider  his  act.  He  begins  to 
fear  the  exacting  demands  of  the  new 
love.  She  is  twenty  years  younger  than 
he.  If  he  married  her,  would  she  not  be- 


tray him?  But  his  present  mistress  is  not 
really  bad.  Her  parents  were  responsible 
for  her  kind  of  life,  but  even  they  can- 
not be  blamed.  They  wanted  to  protect 
their  old  age  from  misery,  and  their 
daughter's  beauty  could  save  them  from 
it.  Virtue  does  not  warm  or  feed,  so  why 
should  the  world  demand  a  great,  heroic, 
impossible  virtue  from  those  who  hunger 
and  freeze?  He  himself  is  also  tired  of 
being  the  hero  of  the  salons,  the  "hand- 
some Freddy."  He  would  like  to  be  a 
husband,  a  lover  to  a  wife — his  wife.  He 
sends  his  bouquet  to  his  present  mistress. 

It  is  not  the  sense  of  morality  that  de- 
termines his  act,  but  practical  considera- 
tions. Undoubtedly  the  feeling  of  guilt 
must  sooner  or  later  begin  to  gnaw  the 
conscience  of  the  lustful  individual,  for 
such  a  life  leads  to  dreadful  emptiness. 
Yet  there  is  something  ethical  in  Beer- 
Hofmann's  aesthetes,  for  in  the  same 
characters  described  by  Schnitzler  and 
von  Hofmannsthal  even  this  slight  re- 
morse is  absent.  Beer-Hofmann's  inter- 
pretations hail  from  his  Jewish  orthodox 
home.  Orthodox  people  do  not  trifle  with 
such  things  as  marriage,  woman's  honor, 
and  children's  lives. 

Beer-Hofmann  later  withdrew  these 
stories  from  circulation,  but  in  this  pri- 
mary work  the  characteristic  features  of 
his  creativity  were  already  distinctly  in- 
dicated. 

• 

In  1900  Beer-Hofmann  published  his 
first  and  only  novel,  "George's  Death" 
(Der  Tod  Georg's).  It  is  more  in  the 
nature  of  a  monologue,  but  it  is  engross- 
ing. A  few  lines  towards  the  end  of  the 
story  makes  of  the  novel  a  Jewish  ex- 
perience and  a  moral  lesson:  A  man  can 
be  morally  regenerated  and  discover  a 
new  creative  meaning  in  life  only  through 
the  comprehension  of  the  fate  of  his — 
the  Jewish — people. 

Paul,  the  main  character  of  the  tale,  is 
an  egotist.  The  past,  present,  and  future 


By  MARK  SOLITERMAN 

belong  to  him,  and  the  world  around  him 
exists  only  insofar  as  it  serves  his  ego. 
Even  the  woman  he  loves  must  give  up 
her  spiritual  individuality  and  all  her  love 
— even  that  for  her  mother — to  him. 

Paul  is  visited  by  his  friend  George, 
recently  appointed  professor  at  the  Hei- 
delberg University.  After  a  long  talk 
with  him  he  feels  weary.  Unable  to  sleep, 
he  takes  a  walk.  He  thinks  of  himself 
and  wishes  he  had  George's  healthy  feel- 
ings, his  sturdy  will  and  belief  in  him- 
self. His  own  happiness  he  would  like  to 
be  so  peaceful  that  it  would  be  almost 
melancholy  and  a  renunciation. 

Dreams,  like  nightmares,  come  to  him 
in  his  sleep.  The  girl  he  saw  in  the  park 
becomes  his  wife,  and  after  seven  years 
of  marriage  she  is  dying  from  an  incur- 
able disease.  While  watching  life  flowing 
out  of  her  body,  and  feeling  death  per- 
meating everything  around  him,  the  trag- 
edy of  human  life  passes  through  his 
mind.  Whatever  men  do  to  avoid  their 
fate,  they  only  strive  to  meet  it. 

• 

The  ancients  pass  through  in  his 
dreams.  He  lives  their  life,  too.  They 
prostrate  themselves  before  their  gods  in 
the  sumptuous  temples  ornamented  with 
the  phallic  symbols.  But  their  cries  arise 
from  fear  of  life  or  death.  The  crowd  is 
moulded  into  a  unity  by  the  fervent 
impulses.  United,  they  feel  safer.  They 
are  eagerly  longing  to  feel  their  living, 
to  break  the  vicious  circle  of  the  daily 
monotony  of  life.  They  try  to  release 
the  slumbering  joy  of  living. 

When  Paul  wakes  up,  his  dream  be- 
comes a  bitter  reality.  His  friend  George 
has  died  in  sleep.  The  shock  forces  Paul 
to  re-appraise  life  and  death.  From  this 
moment  on  everything  he  sees  around 
him,  the  mediocre  life  of  men — birth, 
maternity,  the  reaching  of  life's  goal  and 
the  vacuum   that   follows,   the  fleeting 
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life-span,  the  hours  filled  with  pain,  the 
torturing  thoughts  and  never-ceasing 
fears. 

His  friends'  grief  seems  to  be  only  pity 
for  themselves.  He  himself  feels  rather 
irritated  at  George  because  his  death 
caused  him  so  much  trouble.  He  catches 
himself  shamelessly  rejoicing  at  being 
alive.  He  mourns  not  George  but  his 
personal  loss,  and  finally  he  comes  to  the 
trite  conclusion  that  George  is  dead  and 
it  is  stupid  to  torment  himself.  All  must 
die. 

The  brooding  over  life  and  death  leads 
him  to  the  conclusion  that  the  fate  of 
man  is  set  even  before  he  is  born.  He 
also  realizes  that  he  has  lived  an  egotistic 
life,  seeking  only  himself  in  every  human 
being,  in  everything  he  has  done.  He 
never  understood  that  behind  him  was  a 
powerful  master — life.  He  realizes  that 
his  life  is  inseparably  interwoven  with 
the  life  of  those  who  preceded  him  and 
is  being  woven  into  the  life  of  those  who 
will  come  after  him.  He  recognizes  that 
there  is  a  fundamental  thing  in  the  world 
— Justice. 

This  revelation  becomes  associated  with 
the  Jewish  people  from  whom  he  was 
born.  "Over  the  life  of  those  whose  blood 
flowed  in  him  justice  was  ever  present, 
like  a  sun  whose  rays  never  warmed 
them,  whose  light  never  shone  on  them, 
and  yet  before  whose  dazzling  splendor 
they  reverently  shielded  their  pain-cov- 
ered foreheads  with  trembling  hands.  An- 
cestors, who  wandered  from  land  to  land, 
ragged  and  disgraced,  the  dust  of  all 
highways  in  their  hair  and  beards,  every 
man's  hand  against  them,  despised  by  the 
lowest  yet  never  despairing  themselves, 
honoring  but  not  as  beggars  honor  an 
almsgiver,  calling  out  in  their  suffering, 
not  to  the  Lord  of  Mercy  but  the  God 
of  Justice." 


In  this  comprehension  of  his  duty  Paul 
finds  the  sense  of  his  life,  finds  peace  and 
security  and  feels  ethically  reborn. 

Beer-Hofmann's  "The  Count  de  Charo- 
lais"  (Der  Graf  von  Charolais,  1904)  is 
an  adaptation  of  an  English  play,  "The 
Fatal  Dowery,"  written  in  1632.  Beer- 
Hofmann  completely  changed  entirely  its 
character.  The  tragedy  develops  around 
filial  love  and  a  wife's  infidelity.  Uncon- 
trollable, unforeseen  circumstances  warp 
the  lives  of  plain,  honest  people  who 


have  done  nothing  to  meet  such  a  tragic 
fate.  When  the  tragedy  reaches  its  cli- 
max. Count  de  Charolais  sums  it  up:  "It 
has  driven  us!  //,  not  I,  not  you."  And 
again:  "I  have  not  done  anything!  It 
was  done  to  me  .  .  .  even  not  that — it 
happened." 

There  was  no  Jewish  character  in  the 
original  play,  but  Beer-Hofmann  intro- 
duced one.  The  creditors  seized  Charolais 
father's  body  in  order  to  force  his  son  to 
pay  the  father's  debts,  but  the  son  has 
no  means  to  satisfy  the  creditors.  In  or- 
der to  give  a  deeper  meaning  to  the  credi- 
tors' attitude,  Beer-Hofmann  introduced 
the  character  of  Itzig  as  their  spokesman, 
for  Itzig  has  a  score  to  settle  with  Charo- 
lais. When  Charolais  reproaches  Itzig  for 
not  considering  his  filial  love,  his  rever- 
ence for  his  deceased  father,  and  calls 
Itzig  an  evil  man,  Itzig,  "his  heart  con- 
tracted and  convulsed  by  the  infliction 
of  a  thousand  wrongs,"  pours  out  his 
bitter  feelings  of  humiliation  and  suffer- 
ing. He  describes  his  emotion  when  he 
saw  his  martyred  father  burned  at  the 
stake  while  the  clergy  sang  the  Hebrew 
Psalms,  and  asks: 

"An  evil  man!  And  why 
Should  I  be  kind  to  you?   Give  me 

one  reason — 
A  single  one!    Or  do  you  think  I 
should 

Be  kind  because  all  human  beings 
should 

Be  kind  unto  each  other?" 

Charolais,  when  deeply  wronged,  kills. 
Itzig,  for  all  the  torments  he  had  en- 
dured, refuses  to  be  kind.  Itzig  is  force- 
ful in  his  righteous  indignation  and  re- 
sentment. Yet  a  hurt  lingers  in  the  mind 
after  reading  Itzig's  protest.  For  Itzig  is 
delineated  on  Shylock's  pattern,  on  the 
proverbial,  conventional  Jewish  money- 
lender, as  featured  in  Gentile  literature. 
Undoubtedly,  the  perennial  reviling  of 
the  Jew  induced  Beer-Hofmann  to  di- 
gress, if  not  into  an  apology,  at  least  into 
a  justification  of  Jewish  resentment. 

"Jacob's  Dream"  (Jaakob's  Traum, 
1915)  was  intended  as  a  prologue  to  a 
tetralogy  on  King  David,  but  it  is  really 
a  prologue  to  the  eternal  story  of  the 
Jewish  people — the  "eternal  wonder  in 
God's  eternal  world."  It  has  the  prophetic 
pathos  and  idealism  but  no  hope  for  re- 
demption. It  has  liturgical  beauty  and, 
had    it    been   produced    in   Hebrew,  it 


would  have  become  one  of  the  most  trea- 
sured gems  of  Hebrew  letters,  for  Ger- 
man has  become  odious  to  every  Jew. 
There  is  the  eternal  conflict  between  ma- 
terialism and  idealism,  between  force  and 
spirituality.  Rebecca  realizes  that  Edom 
will  not  carry  on  Abraham's  heritage, 
and  obtains  the  blessing  for  Jacob.  She 
cannot  recognize  her  flesh  in  Edom,  nor 
can  she  see  why  he  needs  her  love,  nor 
the  blessing.  Edom  is  materialistic,  cruel, 
envious.  He  enjoys  his  food,  his  wine, 
his  hunting,  his  lust,  and  his  foreign 
wives.  He  relies  on  force  and  settles 
grievances  by  murder,  he  terrorizes  his 
slaves.  In  an  argument  with  his  mother, 
Rebecca,  he  is  ready  to  beat  her.  To  re- 
venge Isaac's  blessing  of  Jacob  he  runs 
to  kill  him  and  to  throw  his  body  to  the 
dogs.  He  worships  gods  that  are  mute 
and  motionless  in  their  gilded  temples 
and  can  be  solicited  through  priests. 

Jacob  walks  alone,  his  mind  filled  with 
eternal  problems.  In  him  is  all  his  fore- 
bears' doubts  and  longings.  He  feels  the 
pain  of  the  eternal  in  living  beings,  in 
the  whisper  of  the  wind,  in  the  rustle  of 
the  tree,  in  the  murmur  of  the  brook,  in 
the  sighs  of  the  stone.  He  hears  their 
complaints  and  he  is  distressed  because  he 
is  unable  to  help  them.  Why  should  he, 
the  mortal  being,  have  to  justify  God's 
will?  He  is  humane  and  frees  his  slave, 
investing  him  with  all  the  insignia  of  a 
freeman.  He  finds  consoling  words  for 
his  endured  unhappiness  and  wise  advice 
for  a  new,  happy  life. 


Jacob  feels  that  Isaac's  blessing  is  a 
burden.  God  is  great.  He  is  with  us, 
but  He  surrounds  us  too  much  and  He 
is  too  near  to  us.  He  wonders  why  God 
demands  such  sacrifices  as  forcing  Abra- 
ham out  of  his  home,  as  calling  on  Abra- 
ham for  the  sacrifice  of  his  only  son, 
crushing  by  this  act  all  trust  and  feeling 
of  security.  He  chooses  us,  and  does  not 
ask  whether  we  want  to  be  chosen. 

When  Edom  arrives  to  kill  him,  Jacob 
assures  him  that  one  who  enjoys  life  as 
Edom  does  is  also  blessed;  that  he  does 
not  consider  himself  superior  to  his 
brother.  God  has  ordained  that  they 
should  be  different  and  because  Edom  is 
Edom,  Jacob  must  be  Jacob.  A  recon- 
ciliation takes  place. 

Jacob,  answering  the  angels  who  came 

[Continued  on  page  22] 
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INTERPRETING  JEWISH  LAW  FOR 
DAILY  LIVING 


DURING  the  year  1926-27,  the 
R.ibbinical  Assembly  of  America 
organized  the  Committee  on  the 
Interpretation  of  Jewish  Law.  As  a  means 
of  marking  the  occasion  of  the  twentieth 
anniversary  of  this  Committee,  the  Rab- 
binical Assembly  has  decided  to  publish 
a  volume  containing  all  the  decisions  of 
the  Committee,  in  the  form  of  a  Responsa 
Volume. 

The  primary  function  of  the  Law  com- 
mittee lies  in  the  field  of  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Jewish  laws  as  they  relate  to 
new  situations  which  arise  in  the  daily 
life  of  the  American  Jewish  community; 
situations  which  did  not  exist  in  the  days 
when  these  laws  were  codified.  This  func- 
tion is  not  a  new  phenomenon  in  the  life 
of  our  people.  Jewish  laws  have  been  in- 
terpreted and  re-interpreted  in  the  entire 
history  of  the  Jews.  Most  of  the  inter- 
pretations were  recorded  in  the  Baby- 
1  nian,  as  well  as  in  the  Palestinian  Tal- 
mud, and  they  were  later  formulated  and 
incorporated  in  the  various  rabbinic 
works  of  codification. 

It  was  soon  felt,  however,  that  these 
codifications  were  not  sufficient  because 
of  ever-changing  conditions  and  new 
problems  which  constantly  arose.  Thus  a 
new  literature,  known  as  Responsa,  ap- 
peared, which  supplemented  the  various 
codes.  The  responsae  consist  of  exchanges 
of  views  that  took  place  between  the 
leading  rabbinical  authorities  and  their 
correspondents  regarding  interpretation 
of  Jewish  laws  on  questions  and  problems 
not  covered  by  the  works  of  the  codifiers. 

Maimonides  and  Joseph  Caro,  the  lead- 
ing codifiers,  sent  such  responsae  to  many 
inquirers,  thereby  supplementing  their 
own  voluminous  codes.  It  was  to  be  ex- 
pected that  changing  conditions  would 
create  new  problems.  The  responsa  lit- 
erature is  therefore  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, not  only  for  the  halakist  (stu- 
dent of  Jewish  law),  as  a  source  book  of 
Jewish  law  and  its  interpretations,  but 
also  as  research  material  for  the  Jewish 
historian.  In  that  branch  of  literature 
one  finds  a  wealth  of  material  which  re- 
flects the  economic  and  social  conditions 
of  the  Jews  in  the  Diaspora. 

The  Law  Committee  of  the  Rabbinical 
Assembly  is  dedicated  to  the  task  of  con- 
tinuing the  interpretation  of  Jewish  laws 
through  the  solution  of  individual  cases 
or  problems  as  they  arise,  in  the  spirit  of 
Jewish  tradition.   The  Committee  serves 


the  American  Jewish  communities  and 
their  spiritual  leaders  by  guiding  them 
and  assisting  them  in  the  solution  of  their 
respective  religious  problems. 

During  the  war  just  ended,  the  Com- 
mittee was  confronted  with  a  number  of 
extraordinary  problems.  The  questions 
received,  resulting  from  war  conditions, 
were  naturally  of  a  unique  character.  As 
an  example,  the  Navy  Department  sent 
this  inquiry:  "The  Inspector  of  Naval 
Material  has  a  number  of  Jewish  employ- 
ees. All  these  employees  would  like  to  be 
excused  from  duty  on  the  Jewish  Holi- 
days. ...  To  allow  all  of  them  to  be  ab- 
sent would  seriously  hinder  the  necessary 
work;  to  allow  some  and  deny  others 
would  result  in  discrimination.  .  .  .  We 
believe  that  a  statement  from  your  As- 
sembly .  .  .  will  serve  to  reassure  them 
that  the  exigencies  of  war  make  depar- 
ture from  traditional  religious  obligations 
unavoidable." 

The  response  of  the  Assembly  was  as 
follows:  "We  want  you  to  know  that 
the  Rabbinical  Assembly  of  America  is 
fully  aware  of  the  gravity  of  the  present 
situation  and  is  ready  to  cooperate  to  the 
fullest  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  We 
are  conscious,  however,  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  all  others 
in  authority  in  our  national  government 
have  been  urging  the  maintenance,  as  far 
as  possible,  of  our  cultural  and  religious 
patterns  during  the  war.  For  Jews,  the 
observance  of  Holy  Days  and  the  cessa- 
tion of  work  thereon  is  basic  to  our  re- 
ligious life.  This  is  especially  true  of  the 
observance  of  New  Year  and  the  Day 
of  Atonement,  on  which  work  is  one  of 
the  major  unequivocal  prohibitions. 

"We  feel  such  observances  to  be  of  the 
utmost  importance  for  maintaining  mo- 
rale among  Jews.  For  these  reasons  we 
deeply  regret  that  we  cannot  give  our 
sanction  for  Jews  to  work  on  New  Year 
and  Day  of  Atonement,  except  in  these 
establishments  of  a  war  nature  where  no 
stoppage  of  work  takes  place  for  Christ- 
mas or  for  any  other  religious  or  national 
holiday,  or  for  any  other  reasons." 

A  halakic  question  was  received  from 
a  Seminary  chaplain:  "When  do  the  Jew- 


By  DR.  MICHAEL  HIGGER 

Research  Associate  in  Jewish  Law  of  the 
Rabbinical  Assembly 

ish  soldiers,  crossing  the  international  line 
on  the  Pacific,  have  to  observe  the  Jewish 
Sabbath  and  other  Jewish  holidays?  Ac- 
cording to  American  time  or  according 
to  Japanese  time?"  The  Chaplain  was  in- 
structed to  observe  these  days  according 
to  the  American  time,  since  his  stay  in 
the  Pacific  was  only  temporary. 

Other  questions  were:  1)  Can  a 
"Cohen"  claim  exemption  from  military 
service  on  the  grounds  that  by  Jewish 
traditional  practices  he  is  precluded  from 
coming  in  contact  with  the  dead?  The 
Committee  responded  that  a  "Cohen" 
cannot  claim  exemption  on  these  grounds 
for,  as  Professor  Ginzberg  has  remarked: 
"The  first  Jewish  general,  Judah  Mac- 
cabeus, was  a  High  Priest."  2)  Is  it 
proper  to  keep  a  Sofer  Torah  in  govern- 
ment fort  chapels,  and  to  read  from  the 
Torah  at  evening  services  during  the 
week?  The  answer  was:  It  would  be  im- 
proper to  keep  the  Sofer  Torah  in  the 
same  place  where  the  religious  services  of 
other  faiths  were  held.  However,  if  it 
proved  necessary,  it  would  be  advisable 
to  bring  the  Sofer  Torah  to  the  Chaplain 
especially  for  the  services.  If  the  services 
were  held  on  Sunday  or  Wednesday  eve- 
ning, one  might  read  the  parshah  from 
the  weekly  Sidrah  and  call  upon  three 
persons,  since  Sunday  evening,  according 
to  the  Jewish  calendar,  is  part  of  Mon- 
day, and  Wednesday  evening  is  part  of 
Thursday,  when  the  Torah  is  normally 
read  in  all  synagogues  as  part  of  the  week- 
day service. 

Frequent  injuries  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  problems  per- 
taining to  burial  and  the  laws  of  mourn- 
ing. For  example:  Is  cremation  of  the 
dead  permissible?  If  not,  may  the  rabbi 
officiate  at  the  funeral  of  one  that  was 
cremated?  What  about  autopsy?  Is  Jew- 
ish Law  opposed  to  autopsy,  even  in  cases 
where  such  a  performance  would  aid 
medical  research  and  investigation?  Is  it 
permitted,  according  to  Jewish  Law,  to 
[Continued  on   page  23) 
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Center  ^^Jubilee  Book^^  Attracts  Widespread  Interest 


LAST  month  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center  published  a  "Jubilee  Book"  in  commemo- 
ration of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  its  founding.  The  book  has  attracted 
considerable  attention,  both  because  of  its  handsome  appearance  and  the  historical 
importance  of  its  contents. 

The  responsibility  for  the  publication  of  the  Jubilee  Book  was  assumed  by  the 
Editorial  Board  of  the  Brooklyn  jeuhb  Center  Review,  and  the  members  planned 
it,  first,  as  a  complete  record  of  the  Center,  from  its  founding  to  its  twenty-fifth 
birthday  and,  secondly,  as  a  survey  of  the  Jewish  Center  movement  in  the  United 
States,  a  movement  which  today  is  of  paramount  importance  to  our  Jewish  com- 
munities. 

The  leading  article  in  the  volume  is  a  comprehensive  history  of  the  Brooklyn  Jewish 
Center,  probably  the  most  complete  story  of  an  institution  of  its  scope  published  in 
this  country.  It  was  written  by  Joseph  Goldberg,  the  Administrative  Director  of 
the  Center,  and  to  him  should  go  the  thanks  of  all  who  have  the  interest  of  the  Center 
at  heart,  for  it  was  a  work  requiring  great  labor,  great  skill  in  research  and  organiza- 
tion, and  much  tact  in  dealing  with  the  many  personalities  who  played  their  part  in 
developing  the  institution,  and  with  the  numerous  activities  produced  by  the  initiative 
and  zeal  of  the  members. 

The  expert  analysis  of  the  Center  movement  was  prepared  by  Rabbi  Leon  Spitz 
and  is  likely  to  become  a  standard  reference  work.  Included  in  the  book  are  a  biog- 
raphy of  Dr.  Israel  H.  Levinthal,  a  fine  appraisal  of  the  spiritual  leader  of  the  Center, 
a  sketch  of  the  unique  Joseph  Goldberg,  whose  devotion  to  the  Center  is  almost  a 
phenomenon,  and  the  text  of  a  series  of  striking  speeches,  delivered  at  the  anniversary's 
services  and  dinner,  which  are  a  valuable  commentary  on  Jewish  life  in  America. 

On  this  page  are  a  few  of  the  comments  on  the  Jubilee  Book  which  have  been 
received  by  the  Center.  Others  will  appear  when  the  Review  resumes  publication  in 
September. 

—  Louis  J.  Gribetz 


From  Leon  Crystal,  City  Editor, 
Jewish  Daily  Forward 

{Addressed  to  Joseph  Goldberg,  Adminis- 
trative Director  of  the  Center) 

Even  though  not  a  Brooklynite,  I  have 
read  the  Jubilee  Book  with  real  interest. 
If  it  was  your  purpose  to  tell  the  story 
of  how  a  large  section  of  the  largest  Jew- 
ish community  in  the  world  is  gradually 
becoming  integrated  into  a  spiritual  and 
cultural  force,  you  have  succeeded,  in- 
deed. At  this  time,  we  in  the  United 
States  need  such  community  integration 
more  than  ever  before.  Without  it  the 
highest  traditions  of  Jewish  life,  as  de- 
veloped by  so  many  European  communi- 
ties, now  extinct,  would  soon  be  entirely 
forsaken.  Your  own  role  in  the  growth 
of  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center,  so  elo- 
quently described  in  the  article  by 
Mr.  Louis  Gribetz,  should  serve  as  an 
example  to  many  of  our  communal 
workers. 

In  addition,  the  Center  is  to  be  com- 
plimented on  the  handsomeness  and  the 
fine  literary  taste  exemplified  by  the 
Jubilee  Book. 


From  Dr.  John  Haynes  Holmes 

{Addressed  to  Dr.  Israel  H.  Levinthal) 

What  a  wonderful  book  you  have  pub- 
lished in  celebration  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
Brooklyn  Jewish  Center!  With  what  le- 
gitimate and  happy  pride  you  must  sur- 
vey this  notable  record  of  your  life  work! 
I  have  run  through  the  book  with  great 
delight — the  printing  is  beautiful,  the 
pictures  are  highly  interesting  and  the 
story  is  remarkable.  I  beg  to  thank  you 
for  your  kindness  in  sending  me  a  copy 
of  this  publication. 

From  Dr.  Robert  Cordis 

The  Jubilee  Book  of  the  Brooklyn 
Jewish  Center  is  a  superb  memorial  of  a 
great  institution  and  the  living  spirit  of 
its  spiritual  leader,  whom  I  am  proud  to 
call  my  teacher  and  friend.  A  hearty 
Yishar  Koach  to  you! 

From  Prof.  Will  Durant 

{Addressed  to  Joseph  Goldberg,  Adminis- 
trative Director  of  the  Center) 

The  Jubilee  Book  has  just  reached  me. 
It's  a  lovely  piece  of  work,  and  a  heart- 


ening record  of  human  devotion  and  un- 
selfishness. Your  own  record  of  twenty- 
five  years  of  hard  work,  often  against 
discouraging  difficulties,  is  an  inspiration. 
I'm  sure  you  could  have  made  a  fortune 
in  that  period  with  your  abilities. 

The  old-time  members  listed  on  page 
9  5  should  be  particularly  proud.  Max 
Herzfeld's  long  association  with  you  is 
also  a  bright  spot  in  our  generation.  He 
was  so  modest  that  he  never  told  me  that 
he  had  led  the  drive  for  paying  off  the 
mortgage.  I  am  writing  him  a  word  of 
belated  congratulations. 

My  regards  to  Rabbi  Levinthal.  He 
carries  on  a  magnificent  tradition. 

From  Louis  Finkelstein,  President, 
Jewish  Theological  Seminary 
of  America 

The  Jubilee  Book  is  indeed  a  document 
of  great  historical  interest,  excellently 
prepared  and  beautifully  produced.  I  am 
delighted  that  you  were  good  enough  to 
send  me  a  copy.  I  want  to  extend  to 
Dr.  Levinthal  and  the  others  responsible 
for  this  fine  piece  of  work  my  congratu- 
lations. 

From  Prof.  Mordecai  M.  Kaplan, 
Jewish  Reconstruction  Foundation 

I  wish  to  thank  you  for  sending  me  a 
copy  of  the  Jubilee  Boojj.. 

In  addition  to  being  a  beautifully  exe- 
cuted publication,  the  contents  are  very 
valuable  as  an  account  of  the  remarkable 
development  of  the  Synagogue  Center 
movement.  Naturally,  I  was  most  inter- 
ested in  being  brought  face  to  face  with 
the  evolution  of  the  Center  idea.  It 
brought  back  memories  of  the  struggle, 
many  of  the  details  of  which  I  had  long 
forgotten. 

From  Rabbi  Gershon  Hadas 

Your  Jubilee  Book  is  an  inspiring  docu- 
ment revealing  the  extraordinary  fine 
work  which  your  institution  has  been 
carrying  on  these  many  years. 
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NEW  BOOKS 


From  Dr.  Julius  H.  Greenstone 

I  have  read  the  Jubilee  Book  with  ab- 
sorbing interest  and  was  delighted  to  note 
the  tremendous  progress  made  in  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century  by  this  outstanding 
institution  in  American  Jewish  life,  the 
Brooklyn  Jewish  Center.  Your  splendid 
record  of  these  achievements  gives  an  il- 
luminating picture  of  the  arduous  labors 
and  gratifying  results  of  the  pioneers  and 
workers  in  its  behalf.  I  am  very  happy 
at  the  recollection  of  the  small  part  that 
was  assigned  to  me  in  the  dedication  of 
the  building. 

Kindly  convey  my  hearty  greetings 
and  best  wishes  to  Dr.  Levinthal  on  this 
occasion.  He  surely  has  sufficient  reason 
to  be  gratified  and  fully  compensated  for 
the  unselfish  labors  which  he  expended 
in  the  rearing  and  development  of  this 
institution  with  which  his  name  will  for- 
ever be  indissolubly  associated. 

From  Louis  Kraft, 

National  Jewish  Welfare  Board 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Weil  from  the 
city,  may  I  thank  you  for  the  copy  of 
the  Jubilee  Book.  We  are  all  most  im- 
pressed with  the  fine  brochure  which  tells 
so  well  the  story  of  the  Brooklyn  Jewish 
Center. 


"Out  of  Endless  Yearnings."  By  C.  Da- 
vidson. Bloch  Publishing  Co. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  charming  pen 
portraits  of  the  intimate  life  of  a  great 
personality  that  has  come  to  the  attention 
of  this  reviewer.  Professor  Israel  David- 
son was  one  of  the  world's  greatest  au- 
thorities in  the  field  of  mediaeval  Hebrew 
poetry.  His  researches  and  his  remark- 
able books  in  this  field  have  won  for  him 
fame  throughout  the  entire  Jewish  schol- 
arly world.  For  about  thirty-five  years 
he  was  one  of  the  distinguished  members 
of  the  faculty  of  the  Jewish  Theological 
Seminary  of  America. 

His  beloved  and  devoted  wife,  Mrs. 
C.  Davidson,  gives  us  in  this  volume  the 
fascinating  story  of  the  life  of  this  inter- 
esting personality.  It  is  not  an  appraisal 
of  his  scholarship  nor  of  his  scholarly 
achievements.  Rather  it  is  a  graphic  pic- 
ture of  the  man  himself — his  early  strug- 
gles, how  the  Yesbivah  Bachur,  immi- 
grating to  this  land,  overcomes  all  diffi- 
culties in  order  to  acquire  a  college  edu- 
cation; how,  despite  many  obstacles,  he 
pursues  his  goal  of  scholarship  and  rises 
to  the  eminent  position  of  one  of  the 
luminaries  in  Jewish  cultural  life. 

But  the  book  is  even  more  than  that. 
It  records  many  anecdotes  which  reveal 
the  real  character  of  the  man,  his  keen 
wit  and  humor,  his  lovable  traits  which 
endeared  him  to  all  who  came  in  contact 
with  him.  It  tells  the  story  of  his  love 
and  courtship,  of  his  meeting  with  the 
world's  outstanding  Jewish  personages, 
and  a  hundred  and  one  other  human  tales 
that  reveal  the  man  as  well  as  the  scholar. 

Mrs.  Davidson  writes  with  skill.  The 
book  reads  like  a  novel  and  holds  the 
attention  of  the  reader  from  cover  to 
cover.  Truly,  our  authoress,  "out  of  end- 
less yearnings,"  has  recreated  one  of  the 
most  lovable  and  beloved  figures  in  the 
world  of  Jewish  scholarship. 

All  who  have  known  Professor  David- 
son in  life  will  find  delight  in  this  vol- 
ume, since  it  will  refresh  cherished  memo- 
ries. But  even  those  who  were  not  privi- 
leged to  know  him  will  also  find  delight 
in  reading  the  life  story  of  one  who  by 
sheer  force  of  intellect  and  character  rose 
to  heights  of  deserved  eminence. 


Reviewed  by 
DR.  ISRAEL  H.  LEVINTHAL 

"Barka," — in  memory  of  Benjamin  Hirsh. 
Published  by  Hebrew  Society,  "Barkai." 

One  of  the  most  beloved  figures  in  our 
own  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center  was  the 
sainted  Benjamin  Hirsh,  of  blessed  mem- 
ory, who  for  more  than  twenty  years 
was  one  of  the  leading  members  of  our 
Hebrew  School  Faculty.  Mr.  Hirsh  raised 
a  whole  generation  of  our  youth  to  a  fine 
appreciation  of  Jewish  values. 

This  volume,  published  as  a  memorial 
to  him,  is  a  fitting  tribute  to  his  person- 
ality and  to  his  great  contribution  to 
Hebrew  culture.  It  contains  several 
hereto  unpublished  interesting  articles 
written  by  Mr.  Hirsh,  also  a  beautiful 
and  touching  pen  portrait  by  his  daugh- 
ter Dinah,  and  tributes  to  him  by  a  num- 
ber of  his  close  associates.  The  volume 
includes  also  several  scholarly  articles  on 
interesting  themes.  The  Board  of  Editors, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Emanuel  Edelstein, 
Meyer  Kimmel  and  Dr.  Michael  Canick, 
deserve  hearty  congratulations  for  thus 
perpetuating  the  memory  of  a  great  and 
beloved  scholar,  teacher  and  friend  in 
such  a  worthy  manner. 

"The  Story  of  Zionism."  By  /.  Mitchell 
Rosenberg.    Bloch  Publishing  Co. 

There  was  a  real  need  for  a  short  his- 
tory of  Zionism,  telling  the  story  of  that 
important  movement  to  the  uninitiated, 
particularly  among  our  young.  Mr.  Ro- 
senberg has  performed  this  task  in  ex- 
cellent fashion.  He  has  made  a  study  of 
all  the  various  aspects  of  Zionism,  and 
of  the  problems  facing  the  movement  to- 
day. He  tells  the  story  in  an  interesting 
manner,  teaching,  and  inspiring  the 
reader  at  the  same  time.  This  reviewer 
voices  the  hope,  expressed  by  Ludwig 
Lewisohn  in  his  preface  to  this  volume, 
"that  many  thousands  who  stand  in  need 
of  such  a  book  will  avail  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  for  instruction  and  en- 
lightenment which  it  offers  them." 

[Continued  on  page  23] 


SUMMER  SUSPENSION 

In  accordance  with  our  usual 
practice,  the  "Review"  will  not  be 
published  during  July  and  August. 
The  next  issue  will  be  in  September. 

We  wish  the  Center  family,  and 
readers  outside  of  the  Center,  a 
very  happy  summer,  and  thank 
them  for  their  interest  in  this  pub- 
lication, which  they  can  proudly 
claim  to  be  the  foremost  of  its 
kind  in  this  country. 

• 

The  September  issue  will  con- 
tain the  usual  New  Year  greetings. 
These  are  a  particularly  fine  form 
of  wishing  your  friends  well.  Res- 
ervations for  space  should  be  made 
early  at  the  Center  office. 
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JEREMIAH 


Cut  off  thy  hair,  and  cast  it  away, 
And  take  up  a  lamentation  on  the  high  hills; 
For  the  Lord  hath  rejected  and  forsaken  the  gen- 
eration of  His  wrath. 

For  the  children  of  Judah  have  done  that  which 
is  evil  in  My  sight,  saith  the  Lord;  they  have  set 


their  detestable  things  in  the  house  whereon  My 
name  is  called,  to  defile  it.  And  they  have  built 
the  high  places  of  Topheth,  which  is  in  the  valley 
of  the  son  of  Hinnom,  to  burn  their  sons  and  their 
daughters  in  the  fire;  which  I  commanded  not, 
neither  came  it  into  My  mind. 

—  From  Jeremiah,  Chapter  7 
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THE  PROPHETS 

A  NEW  SERIES  OF  WOOD  ENGRAVINGS 
BY  ISAC  FRIEDLANDER 


This  is  the  second  instalment  of  the  illustra- 
tions to  Books  of  the  Prophets  by  the  noted 
artist  with  whose  tcork  our  readers  have  become 
familiar  through  his  powerful  "Invictus"  u'ood- 
cuts,  published  recently  in  the  Review.  The 
"Prophets"  luill  be  continued  in  the  fall  issues. 


3.  ZECHARIAH 

Behold,  a  day  of  the  Lord  cometh, 
When  thy  spoil  shall  be  divided  in  the  midst  of  thee. 
For  I  will  gather  all  nations  against  Jerusalem  to 
battle; 

And  the  city  shall  be  taken,  and  the  houses  rifled, 
And  the  women  ravished; 

And  half  of  the  city  shall  go  forth  into  captivity, 
But  the  residue  of  the  people  shall  not  be  cut  off 

from  the  city. 
Then  shall  the  Lord  go  forth, 
And  fight  against  those  nations,  .  .  . 
And  ye  shall  flee  to  the  valley  of  the  mountains; 
For  the  valley  of  the  mountains  shall  reach  unto 

Azel; 

Yea,  ye  shall  flee,  like  as  ye  fled  from  before  the 

earthquake 
In  the  days  of  Uzziah  king  of  Judah; 
And  the  Lord  my  God  shall  come, 
And  all  the  holy  ones  with  Thee. 
And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  that  there 

shall  not  be  light. 
But  heavy  clouds  and  thick; 
And  there  shall  be  one  day 
Which  shall  be  known  as  the  Lord's, 
Not  day,  and  not  night; 

But  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  at  evening  time  there 

shall  be  light. 
And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day. 
That  living  waters  shall  go  out  from  Jerusalem: 
Half  of  them  toward  the  eastern  sea, 
And  half  of  them  toward  the  western  sea; 
In  summer  and  in  winter  shall  it  be. 
And  the  Lord  shall  be  King  over  all  the  earth; 
In  that  day  shall  the  Lord  be  One,  and  His  name 

one. 

—  From  Zechariah,  Chapter  14 
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I HATE  climbing  those  eighteen  steps 
up  to  our  flat  on  the  second  floor. 
We  could  of  lived  on  the  first  floor  if 
my  ma  wasn't  afraid  of  burglars  or  some- 
thing. My  ma,  she  always  got  something 
of  which  she  is  afraid  of. 

Funny  thing  how  I  know  there  are 
exactly  eighteen  stairs.  I  am  reading  some 
of  these  Sherlock  Holmes  stories,  and 
Sherlock  says  to  Watson,  "You  see,  but 
you  do  not  observe.  How  many  steps  are 
there  leading  up  to  our  room?"  And 
Watson  says,  "I  do  not  know."  And 
Sherlock  says,  "There  are  seventeen.  That 
shows  you  do  not  observe."  Well,  the 
next  morning,  when  I  am  going  down 
the  steps  to  work,  I  count  them,  and 
there  are  eighteen. 

Anyway,  this  night  when  I  come  home, 
I  shove  the  key  into  the  lock,  jerk  the 
door  open,  and  slam  it  behind  me.  I  am 
in  a  lousy  mood,  and  it  must  be  because 
I  am  tired.  You  get  that  way,  working 
in  a  department  store  the  week  before 
Christmas  because  they  certainly  kick 
you  around.  So  I  go  into  my  room,  drop 
my  coat  on  the  bed,  and  then  I  go  into 
the  kitchen  where  my  ma  is  fixing  supper. 

We're  all  kinda  embarrassed  about  my 
ma  in  my  family,  because  she  is  so  shy, 
and  besides  that,  she  never  takes  care  of 
her  appearance  the  way  she  should.  Once 
in  a  while  we  give  her  a  talking-to  (my 
sister  Selma,  who  is  fifteen,  and  my 
brother  Dave,  who  is  eleven,  big  for  his 
age,  and  me,  I  am  twenty),  but  it  doesn't 
do  much  good,  as  she  listens  to  us  with- 
out hearing  us. 

Well,  this  night  when  I  get  to  the  door 
of  the  kitchen,  she  is  standing  there  and 
I  give  her  the  once-over.  She's  making 
soup  or  something,  and  the  kitchen  is 
hot,  and  she  is  pushing  the  hair  back  out 
of  her  eyes,  and  she  would  never  think  of 
getting  something  to  hold  her  hair  back, 
but  she  keeps  on  pushing  it  off  her  face 
every  time  it  falls  down,  which  is  every 
few  minutes  or  so.  I  look  at  her  dress, 
and  the  hem  is  a  little  raggedy,  and 
around  her  waist  where  her  stomach  sticks 
out  there  is  a  fine  line  of  dust  which  she 
has  caught  rubbing  up  against  some- 
thing around  the  house.  My  ma  isn't  fat, 
she  isn't  what  you  would  really  call  fat, 
but  she  does  stick  out  in  the  stomach. 

I  was  going  to  mention  this  business 
about  her  stomach  to  my  sister  Selma.  I 
guess  she  knows  better  than  a  fellow 
what  my  ma  ought  to  do  about  it,  but 


MY  MA  AND 

just  then  I  notice  my  ma  pushing  back 
that  hair  again,  and  I  get  mad,  and  I  say 
to  her,  "Ma,  can't  you  put  a  hairpin  or 
something  there,  and  besides,  it  isn't  sani- 
tary." But  she  doesn't  answer  me  at  all, 
and  I  can  see  her  ears  get  red  just  like  a 
kid.  Well,  you  know  how  it  is,  if  you 
talk  to  a  person,  and  the  person  doesn't 
answer  you  and  especially  if  you're  mad, 
you  only  get  madder,  and  I  say  to  her, 
"Why  do  you  walk  around  the  house  all 
the  time  like  a  regular  slop?"  So  she  still 
doesn't  answer  me.  And  do  you  know 
why?  Because  she  knows  I  am  right, 
that's  why.  I  look  over  to  my  sister 
Selma  who  is  listening,  and  she  catches 
my  eye,  she  nods  up  and  down  as  much 
as  to  say,  "You  sure  are  right,  Al." 

Then  I  say  to  my  sister,  "Where  is 
Dave?  Is  that  kid  of  eleven  years  going 
to  run  around  all  hours?  Here  it  is  nearly 
six  o'clock."  So  Selma  shrugs  her  shoul- 
ders and  goes  back  to  her  homework.  She 
isn't  interested  in  no  one  but  herself. 

Just  then  the  doorbell  rings. 

I  go  to  answer  it,  thinking  it  is  Dave, 
and  I  am  going  to  bawl  him  out,  but  it 
isn't  Dave.  Instead  it  is  Mrs.  Winder, 
who  is  a  sort  of  relative  of  ours  by  mar- 
riage, but  anyway  she  is  a  yachna.  That 
woman  is  a  real  sketch.  She  must  have 
been  married  in  the  old  country  yet,  and 
she  is  a  couple  of  years  older  than  her 
husband.  She  has  seven  children,  five  of 
which  is  girls,  and  her  main  object  in  life 
is  like  this  woman  I  was  reading  about, 
her  name  is  Jane  Austen,  and  she  has  five 
daughters,  too,  only  this  Mrs.  Winder  is 
worse,  because  by  her,  anything  in  pants 
is  good  enough,  as  long  as  he'll  marry 
her  daughter.  This  is  a  mean  way  of 
talking,  but  can  I  help  it?  It  is  the  truth. 

The  first  daughter  Mrs.  Winder  mar- 
ried off  was  Sadie,  and  it  is  an  open  se- 
cret that  it  cost  Mr.  Winder  nearly  three 
hundred  dollars,  and  they  had  to  give  the 
guy  a  job,  too,  a  regular  meal  ticket.  I 
know  the  guy  she  married,  this  Sadie, 
because  he  is  my  own  cousin. 

When  this  Mrs.  Winder  comes  in,  I 
say,  "How  come  you  are  in  our  neigh- 


fa  Was  a  Mild  Woman  —  But 
There  Was  a  Limit 

THE  SHOWER 

By  SAMUEL  SHEPLOW 

borhood,  Mrs.  Winder?"  And  she  an- 
swers me,  "Oh,  well,  we  were  doing  our 
shopping,  you  can't  get  no  kosher  meat 
in  the  neighborhood  where  I  live.  Is  all 
goyim.   Where  is  your  mother?" 

So  I  call  my  ma  in  from  the  kitchen, 
and  she  comes  in  nervously  as  usual  when 
there  are  visitors. 

"Hello,  Mrs.  Winder,"  says  my  ma, 
"how  are  you?" 

"I'm  fine,"  says  Mrs.  Winder.  Then 
she  looks  at  my  ma.  She  looks  at  her 
hair,  and  she  looks  at  her  dress.  I  am 
thinking  it  is  none  of  her  business,  she 
don't  have  to  stare  that  hard,  but  she 
stares,  and  then  says: 

"My  God,  Mrs.  Kaufman,  you  are  look- 
ing terrible.  I  never  seen  you  looking  so 
bad.  What's  the  matter  with  you?  You 
should  take  care  on  yourself.  A  woman 
your  age  don't  need  to  look  so  terrible." 

Personally  I  think  it  a  pretty  raw  way 
to  talk,  and  I  get  mad.  But  my  ma,  she 
takes  it  calmly  and  she  lets  Mrs.  Winder 
say  whatever  she  wants.  My  ma  acts  like 
a  schlemiel. 

Mrs.  Winder  hardly  even  stops  talking 
after  making  that  crack,  and  she  says, 
"You  heard,  maybe,  my  girl  Frances,  the 
second  oldest,  is  getting  married.  A  fine 
boy,  too,  and  she  could  have  had  a  pro- 
fessional man,  but  she  is  marrying  for 
love." 

Then  Mrs.  Winder  stops  and  looks  at 
my  ma,  waiting  for  her  to  say  something, 
or  at  least  my  ma  should  look  surprised. 
But  my  ma  keeps  quiet.  She  doesn't  know 
what  to  say. 

Mrs.  Winder  goes  on,  "So,  naturally, 
I'm  giving  her  a  shower,  and  I  want  you 
should  come.  It's  going  to  be  a  miscel- 
laneous shower.  I  think  that's  the  best, 
don't  you?  You  can  bring  any  kind  of 
present  you  want." 

She  stops  again.  My  ma  shakes  her 
head  up  and  down  to  show  she  is  paying 
attention. 

Then  Mrs.  Winder  says,  "By  the  way" 
very  casually,  "do  you  think  your  sister, 
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Mrs.  Robbins,  would  like  to  come,  even 
if  she  don't  know  my  Frances?  Her  hus- 
band is  in  the  department  store  business, 
and  it  wouldn't  be  no  trouble  for  her  to 
bring  a  little  something.  I  know  she 
wouldn't  come  empty-handed,  and  we're 
having  a  very  nice  lunch  at  the  Marcus 
restaurant,  tuna-fish  salad." 

If  there  is  one  thing  my  ma  hates  to 
do,  it  is  ask  a  relative  for  a  favor,  but 
she  hasn't  got  the  courage  to  turn 
Mrs.  Winder  down,  so  she  nods  again, 
and  Mrs.  Winder  looks  very  pleased,  and 
says,  "Well,  I  guess  I'll  go  now,  and 
you'll  receive  in  the  mail  a  card  that  says 
the  time  and  address  where  to  go,  and 
maybe  you'll  do  me  a  favor,  you'll  call 
up  your  sister.  I  don't  know  if  I'll  have 
enough  cards." 

So  my  ma  nods  again,  and  Mrs.  Win- 
der gets  up  to  go. 

After  she  leaves,  my  sister  Selma,  who 
is  all  the  time  doing  her  homework,  looks 
up  and  says  in  her  snottiest  way,  "Imag- 
ine her  giving  a  shower  for  her  awn 
daughter!   It  simply  isn't  done." 

"Oh,  pardon  us,  Emily  Post,"  I  say, 
very  sarcastic,  and  then  I  go  into  dinner. 

About  a  week  later,  I  come  home  and 
what  do  I  see — my  ma  is  sitting  in  the 
dining  room  with  her  hat  and  coat  on, 
and  as  soon  as  I  come  in,  she  says,  "Allie, 
don't  take  your  coat  off,  because  I  want 
you  should  drive  me  to  Frances  Winder, 
to  the  shower." 

So  my  sister  Selma,  for  once  she  is 
watching  what  is  going  on,  she  says,  "You 
ought  to  see  her.  Take  off  your  coat, 
ma." 

And  my  brother  Dave,  who  is  home 
early  for  a  change,  is  hopping  around  on 
one  leg,  all  excited,  and  he  yells,  "Boy, 
is  she  dressed  up!   Fit  to  kill." 

"Shut  up,"  I  say  to  Dave  from  force 
of  habit,  and  then  I  turn  to  my  ma,  and 
I  say,  "What's  this  all  about,  what  are 
they  saying?  Let's  see  what  you  did  to 
yourself." 

So  my  ma  blushes,  and  takes  off  her 
coat  without  arguing,  and  I  look  and  she 
is  wearing  a  brand-new  dress,  and  her 
nails  are  all  red,  and  when  she  takes  her 
hat  off,  why  her  head  is  all  full  of  curls, 
and  the  dress  she's  wearing  is  this  color, 
what  do  they  call  it?  Chartreuse. 

"Boy,"  I  say,  "you  certainly  are  dressed 
fit  to  kill,  like  Davey  says,  but  those  curls 
look  foolish  on  a  woman  your  age.  Come 
on,  I'll  drive  you  over  to  the  shower,  but 


am  I  hungry!" 

So  we  go  down  to  the  car,  and  I  drive 
her  over  to  the  place  where  the  shower 
is,  and  all  the  way  over,  my  ma  is  mut- 
tering, "I'll  show  her,  believe  me!  To 
talk  to  a  decent  woman  like  that."  But 
she  won't  tell  me  what  it's  all  about. 

I  go  in  with  my  ma  to  the  restaurant, 
when  we  get  there,  just  to  see  what  it  is 
like  so  I  can  tell  my  sister  Selma,  and  no 
sooner  do  we  get  there  than  my  ma  picks 
out  Mrs.  Winder  from  a  crowd  of  wo- 
men. "Oh,  Mrs.  Winder,"  yells  my  ma, 
at  the  top  of  her  voice.  And  frankly  I 
am  surprised  to  hear  her  yell  like  that 
because  her  voice  is  usually  hoarse,  sort 
of  like  a  whisper,  as  if  she  is  scared. 

My  ma  goes  up  to  Mrs.  Winder,  and 
she  says  in  a  loud,  clear  voice: 

"My  God,  Mrs.  Winder,  you're  looking 
terrible.  I  never  seen  you  should  look  so 
bad.  Is  your  husband's  business  bad? 
Then  what  are  you  wearing  that  dress 
you  had  already  God  knows  how  many 
years?" 

I  am  stunned. 

My  ma  catches  her  breath  and  goes  on, 
talking  like  she  memorized  the  whole 
thing.  "Here,"  she  says,  handing  her  a 
package   she   is    carrying,    "Here,  Mrs. 


NEW  YORK  Zionists  recently  gave  a 
send-off  to  Maxa  Nordau,  who  is  re- 
turning to  Palestine. 

In  a  few  words  spoken  to  her  friends, 
the  daughter  of  the  great  Max  Nordau 
said  that  there  are  two  men  in  every 
woman's  life — her  father  and  her  hus- 
band. Her  husband  is  Captain  Claude 
Greenblatt,  once  a  flyer  in  the  French 
Army,  and  the  engineer  on  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Tel  Aviv  harbor.  He  is  now 
engaged  in  engineering  work  in  Palestine. 

Maxa  Nordau  is  the  daughter  of  a  fa- 
mous man.  The  glory  of  his  greatness 
covers  her.  Perhaps  some  would  envy 
this,  yet  it  is  probable  that  in  her  case, 
the  fame  of  her  father  has  been  a  handi- 
cap. She  is  a  person  of  considerable  force 
in  her  own  right.  She  is  an  attractive 
woman,  a  good  speaker,  a  fine  painter, 
but  almost  inevitably  when  one  thinks  of 
her,  the  mind  immediately  drifts  to  the 
man  who  was  her  father — who  shook  the 


Winder,  is  a  little  something  I  picked  up 
for  you.  I'm  sorry  I  have  to  go,  so  good- 
bye. I  hope  it  will  gonna  be  a  lovely 
shower.  I  see  you  got  plenty  people  here, 
leave  it  to  you,  and  it's  a  shame  my  sister 
can't  make  it,  but  she  chipped  in  on  the 
present  a  half  a  dollar.  Well,  I'd  like  to 
stay,  but  you  know  tuna-fish  salad.  It 
don't  agree  with  me." 

So  she  turns  around,  and  she  sees  me 
still  there. 

I  am  speechless.  So  is  everyone  else  at 
the  shower. 

"Oh,  Al,"  she  says,  making  out  she  is 
surprised,  "I  am  glad  you  are  here,  you 
can  drive  me  home,  I  was  gonna  call  a 
taxi." 

So  I  drive  her  home.  All  the  way  home 
she  don't  say  a  word.  The  next  night 
when  I  come  in,  she  has  rubbed  all  the 
polish  off  her  nails,  and  she  is  pushing 
back  her  hair  from  her  face  while  she  is 
making  soup. 

And  she  is  talking  to  herself,  real 
quiet.  "Imagine,  to  come  in  a  respectable 
house!   I  showed  her,  believe  me!" 

So  I  am  proud  of  my  mom. 

And  I  certainly  was  surprised.  Did  I 
know  my  ma  had  bidden  fires? 


literary  world  of  his  day  with  his  great 
volumes.  His  work,  "Degeneration,"  for 
example,  even  provoked  Bernard  Shaw  to 
write  a  counterblast.  In  our  own  coun- 
try, Nicholas  Murray  Butler  at  the  same 
time  raised  his  lance  against  it.  In  rapid 
succession  the  volumes  of  Nordau,  "Con- 
ventional Lies,"  "Paradoxes,"  were  like  a 
cold  shower  over  the  world  of  his  day. 

They  seemed  to  say:  "Little  man,  you 
think  you  are  so  innocent.  You  think  you 
are  sitting  on  soft  pillows,  and  amid  roses, 
with  everything  developing  for  the  best. 
There  is  poison  around  you,  and  you  had 
better  watch  your  step." 

Maxa  Nordau  told  her  friends  that  her 
father  was  a  saddened  man,  and  she  said 
everyone  like  him,  who  has  the  faculty 
of,  what  she  called,  "double  sight,"  must 
be  a  sad  man.  Max  Nordau,  she  said, 
foresaw  what  was  going  to  happen,  and 
it  was  this  that  made  him  sad. 

—  Through  the  Jewish 
Telegraphic  Agency 


Maxa  Nordau  Leaves  America 

By  MILTON  BROWN 
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NEWS  MONT 


A  CCELERATION  of  the  $4,000,000 
^'^k  cimp^ign  of  the  Hebrew  Uni- 
•  •  versity  and  the  Hadassah  to  es- 
tabhsh  a  medical  school  at  the  university 
was  announced  by  Dr.  Judah  L.  Magnes, 
president  of  the  institution,  who  has  ar- 
rived in  this  country  to  aid  the  drive. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  necessary 
funds  have  not  yet  been  collected.  Dr. 
Magnes  said  that  expansion  of  the  medi- 
cal facilities  has  begun.  The  Hadassah 
hospital,  which  at  present  has  a  capacity 
of  3  50  beds,  will  have  70  beds  added 
shortly,  and  is  expected  to  be  increased 
to  5  00  or  5  5  0  beds  when  the  program  is 
completed.  A  cornerstone  has  already 
been  laid  for  a  new  nurses'  training 
school. 

Dr.  Magnes  stated  that  for  a  long  time 
Palestine  h;.s  depended  upon  European 
Jewish  doctors  to  piotect  the  health  of 
the  population,  and  pointed  out  that  the 
supply  of  young  Jewish  physicians  halted 
abruptly  in  the  years  of  the  Hitler  regime. 
Palestine  must  train  its  own  medical  and 
scientific  personnel  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  future,  he  said,  adding  that  he 
expected  the  medical  school  would  be- 
come the  center  for  medical  research  in 
the  Near  East. 

Dr.  Magnes  declared  that  although  the 
Hebrew  University  was  a  center  for  Jew- 
ish culture  and  science,  the  enrollment  is 
and  will  continue  to  be  on  a  non-sectarian 
basis.  The  only  requirement  is  a  high 
scholastic  record.  He  said  that  there  were 
a  number  of  Arabs  at  the  university  now 
and  that  nine  American  students  were 
attending  under  the  provisions  of  the 
G.I.  Bill  of  Rights.  The  enrollment  of 
the  university  at  present  is  900.  The 
largest  attendance  figure  was  reached 
during  the  scholastic  year  of  1939-1940. 
Shortly  thereafter  the  students  began 
dropping  out  of  school  to  enlist  in  the 
British  armed  forces  until  only  300  stu- 
dents remained  during  the  war  years. 

President  Truman  appointed  a  Cabi- 
net committee  on  Palestine  and  related 
problems,  composed  of  the  Secretaries  of 


St.ue,  War  and  Treasury,  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Secretary  of  State  James  F. 
Byrnes. 

The  President  said  in  a  statement  that 
he  had  appointed  the  committee  in  view 
of  the  urgency  of  various  problems  re- 
lating to  the  displaced  Jews  in  Europe 
and  Palestine. 

"The  committee  will  be  charged  with 
assisting  me  in  formulating  and  imple- 
menting such  policy  with  regard  to  Pal- 
estine and  related  problems  as  may  be 
adopted  by  this  Government."  The  Presi- 
dent's statement  added,  "an  executive  or- 
der will  be  issued  outlining  the  functions 
and  authority  of  the  committee  in  fur- 


LATE 

RUSSIA  supported  the  Arabs  at  the 
meeting  of  the  United  Nations  Eco- 
nomic and  Social  Council  at  Hunter  Col- 
lege, New  York,  when  Dr.  Charles  Malik, 
of  Lebanon,  spokesman  for  the  Arab 
League,  offered  proposals  which  would 
have  prevented  the  International  Refugee 
Organization  from  aiding  immigration  to 
Palestine. 

it 

As  this  issue  of  the  Review  goes  to 
press  the  "Mufti"  of  Jerusalem  was  defi- 
nitely reported  to  be  in  Cairo  and  to  have 
sought  asylum  from  the  King  of  Egypt- 
At  the  same  time  it  was  reported  that 
documents  had  been  found  in  Germany 
which  proved  that  Haj  Amin  was  a  war 
criminal  and  could  be  put  on  trial  before 
the  international  tribunal.  It  was  also 
stated  that  the  evidence  disclosed  that 
Haj  Amin,  expecting  a  German  victory, 
had  agreed  to  Nazi  domination  over  all 
the  Arab  countries  in  return  for  being 
appointed  deputy  ruler  over  these  lands. 
These  documents,  it  was  said,  would 
prove  to  the  Arabs  that  their  Mufti  was 
a  traitor  to  them  too.  It  was  claimed 
that  knowledge  of  this  impending  action 
against  him  prompted  Haj  Amin  to  es- 
cape from  France. 


ther  detail. 

"The  committee  will  be  authorized  to 
negotiate  with  the  British  Government 
and  with  other  foreign  governments  and 
to  maintain  contact  with  private  organ- 
izations relative  to  the  various  matters 
arising  out  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Anglo-American  Committee  of  Inquiry. 
It  is  my  earnest  hope  that  the  Cabinet 
committee  will  be  able  to  undertake  its 
urgent  tasks  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment," the  statement  concluded. 

The  appointment  of  Henry  Grady,  for- 
mer Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Eco- 
nomic Affairs,  as  deputy  chairman  of  the 
Cabinet  committee  will  be  announced 
shortly  by  the  State  Department,  which 
will  also  supplement  the  President's  state- 
ment with  more  detailed  information  re- 
garding the  duties  of  the  committee. 

Britain  asked  the  French  Government 
for  an  account  of  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  the  ex-Mufti  of  Jerusalem  es- 


NEWS 

The  conflict  between  the  Jews  and  the 
British  in  Palestine  took  on  the  aspects  of 
open  warfare  as  armed  forces  of  both 
groups  engaged  in  sporadic  clashes  in  cit- 
ies and  colonies  throughout  the  country. 
A  number  of  Jews  and  Britons  were 
killed. 

Jews  armed  with  tommy  guns  sur- 
rounded a  British  officers'  club  on  Hayar- 
kon  Street  in  Tel  Aviv  and  kidnapped 
five  officers.  The  kidnappers  first  cut 
telephone  lines  and  suspended  traffic  in 
the  area  and  then  broke  into  the  club. 
As  they  left  they  flung  a  grenade  at  an 
approaching  military  truck  to  prevent  it 
from  following  them. 

Immediately  after  the  alarm  was 
sounded  strong  troop  and  police  detach- 
ments, assisted  by  twenty  tanks,  sur- 
rounded the  area  and  began  an  exhaustive 
hunt  for  the  Jews.  The  officers  were  held 
as  hostages  for  Joseph  Simkhon  and  Itz- 
chak  Azbel,  who  were  sentenced  to  death 
last  week  for  participating  in  an  armed 
raid  on  a  British  military  camp. 

A  successful  attack  by  Jewish  under- 
ground units  was  made  on  the  railway 
yards  at  Haifa  Bay. 
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caped  from  France. 

A  Reuters  report  emphasized  that  the 
ex-Mufti,  though  considered  guilty  of  of- 
fences against  the  Palestine  Defense  Reg- 
ulations, is  not  regarded  by  the  British 
Government  as  a  war  criminal.  A  For- 
eign Office  spokesman  said  that  Britain 
still  wanted  to  place  the  ex-Mufti  on 
trial  for  his  participation  in  the  anti- 
British,  pro-Nazi  rebellion  in  Iraq  in 
1941. 

A  high  French  police  official,  respon- 
sible for  the  control  of  foreigners  in  the 
country,  is  understood  to  have  been  re- 
lieved of  duty  following  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  ex-Mufti. 

a 

A  PLAN  to  set  up  a  provisional  Arab 
Government  of  Palestine  in  one  of  the 
neighboring  Arab  countries  was  rejected 
at  a  meeting  of  the  political  sub-commit- 
tee of  the  Council  of  the  Arab  League. 

Fares  Bey  Khoury,  former  Syrian 
Premier  and  head  of  Syria's  Arab  delega- 
tion, is  reported  to  have  advised  the  sub- 
committee studying  possible  submission 
of  the  Palestine  case  to  the  United  Na- 
tions to  submit  it  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly only,  and  not  to  the  Security  Council. 

Armed  groups  derailed  three  trains  in 
various  parts  of  Palestine  and  blew  up 
their  engines.  One  of  the  trains  was 
stopped  by  a  group  of  men  and  women 
between  an  Arab  village  and  a  Jewish 
suburb  of  Tel  Aviv.  After  ordering  all 
passengers  to  leave  the  carriages,  the  ter- 
rorists dynamited  the  train. 

•d 

Americans  who  suffered  war  damages 
in  Poland  may  file  compensation  claims 
with  the  Polish  Government,  the  State 
Department  has  announced.  The  an- 
nouncement is  especially  important  for 
Jews  who  claim  property  in  Poland  left 
by  relatives  who  died  during  the  Nazi 
occupation. 

The  Polish  Government  has  not  yet 
begun  payment  of  compensation  to  Polish 
citizens,  but  the  Polish  Foreign  Office  has 
advised  that  American  and  other  Allied 
nationals  may  expect  payment  after  Polish 
citizens  have  been  recompensed. 

The  first  group  of  Polish  Jews  to  leave 
for  Palestine  directly  from  Poland  since 
September,  1939  passed  through  Czecho- 
slovakia. The  group  consists  of  105  emi- 
grants. 


Representatives  of  the  Palestine  Office 
and  of  the  Joint  Distribution  Committee 
met  the  transport  at  the  railway  station 
in  Prague  and  extended  greetings  and  aid. 
The  group  is  headed  by  Dr.  I.  Kurtz, 
head  of  the  Palestine  Office  in  Warsaw, 
which  has  resumed  its  work  of  organ- 
izing Jewish  emigration  from  Poland  to 
Palestine. 

ii 

Prof.  Phillip  Hitti  of  Princeton  Uni- 
versity, leader  of  the  Arab  anti-Zionist 
group  in  the  United  States,  arrived  in 
Beirut  following  a  four-day  visit  to  Ibn 
Saud,  ruler  of  Saudi  Arabia. 

It  is  reported  that  he  delivered  to  the 
Arab  King  a  personal  message  from 
President  Truman  indicating  the  attitude 
of  the  United  States  Government  toward 
the  recommendations  of  the  Anglo- 
American  inquiry  committee  and  clarify- 
ing the  intentions  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Middle  East. 

a 

A  DEMAND  for  the  legalization  of  the 
Agudas  Israel,  orthodox  organization  in 
Poland,  was  made  here  by  leaders  of  the 
organization  in  America  during  a  con- 
ference with  the  delegation  of  the  Cen- 
tral Committee  of  Polish  Jews,  which  is 
now  visiting  this  country  under  the  lead- 


HAWAirS  Jewish  community,  consist- 
ing only  of  one  hundred  families  at 
present,  is  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury old.  It  increased  an  estimated  30 
per  cent  during  the  war  years. 

Most  of  Hawaiian  Jews  are  established 
in  business.  As  holds  true  in  Manila  and 
other  principal  Pacific  bases,  Jewish  ser- 
vicemen, in  cooperation  with  the  Jewish 
Welfare  Board,  are  doing  much  to  ex- 
pand the  activities  of  Hawaiian  Jewry. 
Unfortunately,  there  is  no  actual  organ- 
ized religious  or  cultural  program  here 
other  than  that  sponsored  by  the  J.W.B. 
The  Board  recently  purchased  an  elabo- 
rate mansion  in  Honolulu,  presently  uti- 
lized as  a  USO,  which  will  soon  become 
the  Jewish  Community  Center  of  Hono- 
lulu. 

At  present  there  is  one  synagogue  in 
Hawaii.  It  is  located  in  Honolulu,  capi- 
tal city  of  the  island  of  Oahu,  and  oper- 
ated for  servicemen  and  civilians.  The 
J.W.B.  sponsors  it. 


crship  of  its  president.  Dr.  Emil  Som- 
merstein. 

The  Agudas  Israel  leaders  pointed  out 
that  their  organization  was  one  of  the 
most  influential  Jewish  bodies  in  pre-war 
Poland.  They  emphasized  that  the  stand 
of  the  World  Agudas  Israel  Organization 
towards  the  present  Polish  Government 
will  be  determined  by  the  attitude  of  the 
Polish  authorities  towards  organized  Jew- 
ish orthodoxy  in  that  country. 

Merger  of  groups  A  and  B  of  the  Gen- 
eral Zionist  Party  took  place  in  Tel  Aviv 
at  a  nation-wide  conference  of  delegates 
from  both  groups. 

The  conference  was  addressed  by  lead- 
ers of  both  sections  who  revealed  that 
preparations  are  now  being  made  for  the 
convocation  of  a  party  congress.  Dr. 
Moshe  Sneh,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
party,  will  soon  proceed  to  Europe  and 
the  United  States  to  arrange  for  the  con- 
ference. 

The  Federal  and  New  York  State  Gov- 
ernments were  asked  to  investigate  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  in  a  resolution  adopted  at 
the  closing  session  of  the  16th  annual 
convention  of  the  Jewish  War  Veterans 
at  Swan  Lake,  N.  Y.    Fifteen  hundred 


Hawaii's  Jewish  community  is  aug- 
mented today  by  hundreds  of  Jewish  ser- 
vicemen and  civil  service  workers  from 
the  States.  During  a  recent  community 
scdar  approximately  1,000  persons  were 
in  attendance. 

Chaplain  Morris  Mathews,  of  New 
York  City,  is  Hawaii's  spiritual  leader. 
Attached  to  the  Army,  Chaplain  Mathews 
is  this  community's  sole  rabbi. 

Last  year  this  small  community  raised 
a  total  of  $10,000  for  the  United  Jewish 
Appeal,  and  it  has  done  equally  well  for 
other  causes. 

Hawaii's  Jewry,  however,  is  most 
proud  of  its  performance  in  aiding  Jew- 
ish refugees.  Strategically  situated,  the 
Islands  served  as  a  last  stopover  for  Jew- 
ish immigrants  en  route  to  the  States 
from  temporary  havens  in  the  Pacific. 
The  Jewish  community  here  fed  and 
clothed  the  prospective  American  citi- 
zens. Affidavits  were  provided  for  a  dozen 
refugees  enabling  them  to  remain  in  the 
islands. 


THE  HAWAIIAN  JEWISH  COMMUNITY 

By  JOE  FRIED 
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delegates  attended. 

The  governments  were  asked  to  deter- 
mine the  extent  to  which  the  Klan  and 
other  organizations  which  "spread  racial 
and  religious  hate"  are  violating  Federal 
and  state  statutes.  The  convention  also 
urged  President  Truman  and  the  Con- 
gress to  press  Britain  to  admit  100,000 
Jews  to  Palestine  as  recommended  by  the 
Anglo-American  inquiry  committee. 
Jacob  S.  Spiro  of  Jersey  City,  New  Jer- 
sey, was  elected  commander  to  succeed 
Isadore  Ginsberg. 

■sir 

Consolidation  of  the  programs  of  the 
National  Refugee  Service  and  the  Na- 
tional Service  to  Foreign-Born  Depart- 
ment of  the  National  Council  of  Jewish 
Women  into  a  single  welfare  service  for 
immigrants  was  unanimously  endorsed  at 
a  membership  meeting  of  NRS  at  the 
Essex  House  Hotel.  Previously  the  con- 
solidation had  been  approved  by  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Jewish  Women. 

The  consolidated  program  will  "serve 
the  community  as  a  whole  and  the  new- 
comers finding  haven  in  our  country  bet- 
ter and  more  efficiently  than  ever," 
Charles  A.  Riegelman,  president  of  NRS, 
declared. 

The  establishment  of  a  Dr.  Israel 
Goldstein  Lectureship  at  the  Jewish  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  in  honor  of  Dr.  Gold- 
stein, Zionist  leader  and  rabbi  of  the 
B'nai  Jeshurun  Congregation  in  New 
York,  was  announced  at  a  dinner  mark- 
ing his  fiftieth  birthday  at  the  congrega- 
tion's community  center.  A  scroll  com- 
memorating the  creation  of  the  lecture- 
ship was  presented  to  Dr.  Goldstein  by 
Dr.  Louis  Finkelstein,  president  of  the 
Seminary. 

The  lectureship  provides  for  a  series  of 
annual  lectures  by  an  outstanding  Jewish 
cultural  leader  and  their  publication  in 
book  form.  Funds  for  the  support  of  the 
lectureship  have  been  donated  by  friends 
of  Dr.  Goldstein  and  the  Seminary. 
•d 

A  COMPLAINT  charging  Columbia 
University  with  operating  a  placement 
bureau  which  uses  discriminatory  appli- 
cation blanks  in  violation  of  state  law 
was  filed  with  the  New  York  State 
F.E.P.C.  by  the  American  Jewish  Con- 
gress, it  was  reported  this  week. 

The  Congress  pointed  out  that  a  rec- 
ord for  a  teaching  appointment,  allegedly 


used  at  the  University,  asks  "nationality," 
"race,"  and  "place  of  birth."  Another 
record  requests  the  applicant  to  fill  in  a 
space  labelled  "religion." 

Dr.  Lise  Meitner,  Jewish  refugee  and 
atomic  scientist,  has  been  awarded  a  ci- 
tation for  her  contributions  to  inter-faith 
understanding  by  the  National  Confer- 
ence of  Christians  and  Jews.  The  award 
was  presented  by  Dr.  Arthur  H.  Comp- 
ton,  chancellor  of  Washington  University 
at  St.  Louis. 

Military  forces  occupying  the  settle- 
ment of  Birya,  whose  entire  male  popu- 
lation was  sentenced  to  prison  on  June  1 
following  their  conviction  on  the  charge 
of  illegal  possession  of  arms,  have  evacu- 
ated the  colony. 

The  district  officer  and  high  military 
and  poUce  officials  returned  the  settle- 
ment to  its  inhabitants  together  with  a 
formal  announcement  that  the  three  and 
one-half  months  occupation  was  ended. 
The  colony  was  occupied  on  February  28 
when  British  military  and  poHce  forces 
raided  it  following  an  alleged  attack  on 
an  Arab  Legion  camp  nearby. 

Many  Jews  gathered  from  neighboring 
villages  and  settlements  to  witness  the 
event.  At  night  Jewish  youths  from  the 
surrounding  district  of  Galilee  marched 
on  Birya  carrying  torches,  dancing  the 
horah  and  singing:  "Birya  is  ours." 
•Ci 

Emperor  Haile  Selassie  has  intervened 
to  save  two  Palestinian  Jews  who  escaped 
from  Eritrean  concentration  camps  to 
Ethiopia  from  being  sent  back. 

Rabbi  Moshe  Blau,  leader  of  the  Agu- 
das  Irael  in  Palestine,  died  in  Messina, 
Italy,  it  was  reported  here.  He  was  61 
years  old. 

Rabbi  Blau  was  heading  an  Agudah 
delegation  en  route  to  the  United  States 
when  he  contracted  peritonitis  aboard  the 
Rumanian  vessel  Transylvania.  He  was 
taken  off  the  ship  at  Messina. 

A  conference  of  American  Military 
Government  officials,  representatives  of 
the  Central  Committee  of  Liberated  Jews 
of  Germany,  and  Dr.  Philip  S.  Bernstein, 
Advisor  on  Jewish  Affairs  to  Gen.  Joseph 
T.  McNarney,  was  held  in  Munich  to 
consider  the  Central  Committe's  request 
that  it  be  granted  legal  status  by  military 
authorities  in  the  U.  S.  zone  of  Germany. 


Colonel  Stanley  Mickelsen,  head  of  the 
Displaced  Persons  Division  of  the  U.  S. 
Forces  in  the  European  theatre,  and 
Dr.  Zalman  Grinburg,  head  of  the  Cen- 
tral Committee,  discussed  the  functions 
and  purposes  of  the  group.  At  present 
the  Army  recognizes  the  committee  as 
spokesman  for  the  displaced  Jews,  but 
has  not  granted  it  legal  status.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  such  a  status  will  be  achieved 
shortly.  After  the  conference,  Rabbi 
Bernstein  left  here  for  a  tour  of  the  DP 
camps  in  and  around  Stuttgart. 

The  Jewish  Community  Council  of 
Vienna   was  officially  informed   by  the 


REFUGEE  DOCTOR  DEVELOPS 
HAY  FEVER  REMEDY 

The  development  by  Dr.  W.  S.  Loewe, 
German  Jewish  refugee  doctor,  of  a  new 
drug  which  provides  effective  relief  and 
a  possible  cure  for  hay  fever,  was  re- 
vealed. An  article  in  the  June  issue  of 
the  Bulletin  of  the  Nctv  York  Academy 
of  Medicine  said  that  Dr.  Loewe,  who  is 
now  teaching  at  the  University  of  Utah, 
spent  twenty-five  years  experimenting 
and  developing  anthallan,  the  new  drug. 

Anthallan  has  been  used  experimen- 
tally for  two  years,  and  in  some  cases 
the  patients  have  had  no  recurrence  of 
hay  fever  during  that  period.  In  general 
the  drug  has  been  75  per  cent  effective 
among  the  patients  who  were  used  in  ex- 
periments conducted  by  several  doctors 
from  the  Vanderbilt  clinic  in  New  York. 
The  drug,  which  is  taken  in  six  daily  pill 
doses  for  a  period  of  three  weeks,  attacks 
the  cause  of  the  ailment  rather  than  the 
symptom. 


Austrian  Government  that  the  Ministry 
for  Property  Security  is  prepared  to  ac- 
cept a  Jewish  representative  on  the  ad- 
visory committee  dealing  with  restitution 
of  confiscated  property. 

•ii- 

The  Federation  of  Jewish  Societies  in 
France  has  announced  that  it  is  establish- 
ing a  special  department  to  aid  Jewish 
refugees  from  the  Carpatho-Ukraine  who 
are  entering  the  country  in  great 
numbers. 
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BROOKLYN  JEWISH  CENTER  ACTIVITIES 


CENTER  INSTITUTE  OF  JEWISH  STUDIES  FOR 
ADULTS  CLOSES  SUCCESSFUL  SEASON 


OUR  Institute  of  Jewish  Studies  for 
Adults,  under  the  personal  director- 
ship of  Rabbi  Israel  H.  Levinthal,  closed  a 
most  successful  season  of  activities  for 
the  year  1945-46  with  a  "Siyum,"  on 
Thursday  evening,  April  11,  1946.  The 
courses  this  year  were  initiated  with  an 
Opening  Assembly  which  was  held  on 
October  25,  1945. 

This  year,  the  Institute  is  particularly 
proud  to  record  the  regularity  of  atten- 
dance and  the  faithfulness  on  the  part  of 
our  student  body.  This  faithfulness  is 
exemplified  in  the  fact  that  a  number  of 
our  graduates  returned  to  us  to  partake 
of  more  instruction  in  the  fields  of  He- 
brew, Religion  and  History.  A  number 
of  Scrolls  of  Achievement  were  granted 
to  those  who  successfully  completed  the 
prescribed  number  of  years  in  our  school. 
Eight  women  and  one  gentleman  were 
the  recipients  of  these  Scrolls.  Two  stu- 
dents received  Alertness  Credits  to  aid 
them  in  their  work  in  the  Public  Schools. 

The  Institute  started  an  innovation 
this  year  in  its  curriculum — a  class  in 
Yiddish  for  beginners.  This  venture  was 
highly  satisfactory  and  excellent  progress 
was  made. 

One  hundred  eighteen  students  were 
enrolled.  Of  this  number  54  were  Center 
members  and  64  non-members.  One  hun- 
dred women  and  1 8  men.  Most  of  this 
number  enrolled  for  two  or  more  courses 
as  follows: 


No. 

Students 

Hebrew  A — Mrs.  Jean  Serbin- 

Beder   

35 

Hebrew  B — Miss  Betty  Ungar 

12 

Hebrew  C — Miss  Ethel  Barba- 

nel 

10 

Hebrew  D — Miss  Lillie  Rubee 

18 

Yiddish — Mr.  Samuel  Edelheit 

25 

Talmud  A  —  Dr.  Michael 

Higger 

20 

Talmud  B  —  Dr.  Michael 

Higger 

3 

Jewish  History  —  Mr.  Leo 

Shpall    19 

Religion — Mr.  Leo  Shpall  27 
Day  Class  in  Religion  and 
History  —  Dr.  Alexander 
Burnstein    26 

For  the  coming  season,  we  have  to  make 
a  greater  effort  to  enroll  more  male  stu- 
dents in  the  Institute.  The  interest  of 
the  students  in  their  work  may  be  judged 
by  the  fact  that  in  one  of  our  classes  in 
advanced  Hebrew,  the  students  have  pe- 
titioned for  an  additional  hour  a  week  so 
that  they  may  study  the  Bible  in  Hebrew 
as 


OUR  week-day  Hebrew  School  held  its 
annual  graduation  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, June  16th,  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
and  representative  audience. 

Rabbi  Mordecai  H.  Lewittes,  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  school,  presided  and  brief  ad- 
dresses were  dehvered  by  Rabbi  Israel  H. 
Levinthal  and  Mr.  Frank  Schaeffer,  chair- 
man of  the  Hebrew  Education  Commit- 
tee. Mr.  Samuel  Edelheit,  the  teacher  in 
charge  of  the  graduating  class,  presented 
the  graduates. 

The  choral  group,  led  by  Mr.  Julius 
Grossman,  rendered  several  interesting 
musical  numbers  and  Cantor  William 
Sauler,  too,  delighted  the  audience  with 
a  solo. 

The  graduation  theme  was  "The  Heri- 
tage of  the  Hebrew  People"  in  which  the 
following  graduates  participated:  David 
Brook,  Julia  Heimowitz,  Irwin  Nelson, 
Joan  Heimowitz,  Bernard  Gellerman, 
Harold  Sobel,  Vivian  Turkish,  Julian 
Wolpert,  Eleanor  Zelvin  and  Judith  Klein. 

The  following  awards  were  made:  First 
prize  went  to  Julia  Heimowitz,  who  re- 
ceived the  gold  medal,  a  gift  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hyman  Rachmil,  for  excellence  in 
studies  and  integrity  of  character. 


turc  study  and  conversational  Hebrew. 

The  Institute  has  been  complimented 
by  the  heads  of  the  National  Academy 
for  Adult  Education  of  the  Jewish  Theo- 
logical Seminary  for  the  superiority  of 
our  school.  We  aim  to  retain  that  dis- 
tinction and  progress  even  beyond  it. 

Great  credit  for  the  remarkable  suc- 
cess of  our  Institute  is  due  to  the  mem- 
bers of  our  faculty,  each  and  every  one 
of  whom  is  a  specialist  in  his  or  her  chosen 
field.  Special  credit  and  thanks  are  also 
due  to  the  Registrar  of  our  school,  Mrs. 
E.  N.  Rabinowitz  and  to  our  Librarian, 
Dr.  Elias  N.  Rabinowitz,  who  gave  so 
freely  of  his  time  to  any  of  the  student 
body  who  desired  advice  in  text  or  ref- 


Second  prize  for  excellence  in  scholar- 
ship to  Harold  Sobel;  third  prize  to  Viv- 
ian Turkish;  fourth  prize  (faculty 
prize)  to  Julian  Wolpert,  and  the  fifth 
prize  (P.T.A.  prize),  for  general  prog- 
ress, to  Joan  Heimowitz. 

The  Sisterhood  gift  to  the  graduates 
was  awarded  by  Mrs.  Maurice  Bernhardt, 
president  of  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center 
Sisterhood. 

Sunday  School  Holds  Interesting 
Graduation 

Twenty-three  girls  graduated  from 
our  Sunday  School  on  Sunday  morning, 
June  9th.  The  exercises  took  place  in 
our  auditorium,  which  was  filled  with  a 
capacity  audience  of  pupils  and  parents. 

Rabbi  Lewittes,  the  principal  of  the 
school,  presided  and  awarded  the  diplo- 
mas. An  address  was  delivered  by 
Mr.  Frank  Schaeffer,  the  chairman  of  the 
Hebrew  Education  Committee,  who  also 
presented  the  Post  Bar-Mitzvah  certifi- 
cates to  the  boys  who  had  completed  the 
prescribed  course  for  that  group. 

The  musical  program  was  directed  by 
Mr.  Julius  Grossman  with   Mr.  Joseph 

[Continued  on  next  page] 
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CENTER  ACADEMY  GRADUATION  EXERCISES 


On  ^'ednesday,  June  12th,  the  Center 
Academy  held  its  graduation  exercises. 

After  the  processional  and  the  songs 
sung  by  the  graduates  and  the  glee  club, 
Mrs.  Sophia  Soskin,  Principal  of  the  Cen- 
ter Academy,  greeted  the  parents  and 
friends  of  the  Center  Academy.  She  ex- 
plained that  the  school  believed  in  bring- 
ing the  ideals  of  American  democracy, 
which  are  the  same  as  the  ideals  of  the 
Jews,  into  the  practices  as  well  as  the 
content  of  the  school. 

She  said  that  the  group  of  intelligent, 
able,  attractive  students  who  were  gradu- 
ating were  distinguished  by  the  fact  that 
they  had  been  helped  to  develop  staunch, 
intelligent  loyalties,  a  sensitivity  to  the 
social  scene,  and  a  discriminatory  moral 
sense.  She  has  every  expectation  that 
Center  Academy  graduates  will  carry 
their  honest  share,  and  more,  of  their 
civic  and  personal  responsibilities,  both  as 
Americans  and  as  Jews. 

Rabbi  Levinthal  presented  the  diplo- 


HEBREW  SCHOOL 

IContlnued  -from  preceding  page] 
Grumet  at  the  piano.  Cantor  Sauler  ren- 
dered a  delightful  solo. 

The  Opening  Prayer  was  delivered  by 
Ruth  Klinghoffer  and  the  Valedictory  by 
Janice  Glassman. 

The  graduation  theme  was  "The  Strug- 
gle for  Jewish  Survival,"  and  each  of  the 
graduates  rendered  a  number  giving  ex- 
pression to  this  theme. 

The  awards  were  made  by  Mrs.  Fannie 
Buchman,  president  of  the  P.T.A.  Piano 
solos  were  rendered  by  Florence  Rosen- 
wasser  and  Roslyn  Leibler. 

The  graduating  class  consisted  of 
Barbara  Alpcrt,  Elaine  Alpert,  Naomi 
Berlowitz,  Laura  Deutsch,  Phyllis  Edel- 
man,  Martha  Elow,  Phyllis  Glass,  Janice 
Glassman,  Barbara  Goldsmith,  Marcia 
Helfant,  Judy  Goldsmith,  Joan  Hurwitz, 
Riva  Isacowitz,  Carole  Kessler,  Ruth 
Klinghoffer,  Roslyn  Leibler,  Isabel  Levin, 
Rhea  Lutzker,  Florence  Rosenwasser, 
Florence  Samuels,  Barbara  Schwartz, 
Ileane  Spiegel,  and  Barbara  Swarzman. 

Post  Bar-Mitzvah  certificates  were 
awarded  to  Jay  Cohen  and  Paul  Kozinn. 
The  teacher  in  charge  of  the  graduation 
class  is  Mr.  Louis  Soshuk  and  Mr.  Irvin 
Rubin  leads  the  Post  Bar-Mitzvah  group. 


mas  to  the  graduates.  He  reminded  them 
that  their  graduation  was  truly  a  com- 
mencement, that  the  flame  of  Jewish 
learning  that  had  been  kindled  at  the 
Center  Academy  must  be  tended  and 
helped  to  ascend. 

He  then  presented  the  following  grad- 
uates with  diplomas:  Rhoda  Helen  Alben, 
Leonard  David  Berman,  Daniel  Goldstein, 
Abraham  N.  Goodman,  Barbara  Joyce 
Greenberg,  Jonathan  David  Klein,  Sandor 
Schaeffer,  Joan  Rita  Senft  and  Adle 
Weinger. 

Barbara  Greenberg  presented  the  gift 
of  the  graduating  class — two  volumes  of 


THE  annual  Consecration  Service  took 
place  on  the  first  day  of  Shevuoth  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  regular  service.  The 
synagogue  was  crowded  with  a  capacity 
congregation  and  all  were  impressed  and 
inspired  by  the  service. 

Unfortunately,  Rabbi  Levinthal  was 
unable  to  attend  the  service  because  of 
illness.  Rabbi  Lewittes,  the  principal  of 
our  Hebrew  School,  took  charge  and  ad- 
dressed the  consecrants  and  awarded  their 
certificates  and  Sisterhood  gifts. 

The  Procession  and  Recessional  were 
led  by  Judge  Emanuel  Greenberg  and 
Mr.  Frank  Schaeffer,  chairman  of  the  He- 
brew Education  Committee. 

The    Consecration    theme    was  "The 
Jewish  Woman  in  Times  of  Crises."  The 
following  consecrants  participated: 
Introduction — Joan  Halperin 
"Mother  Rachel   and   the   Crisis  She 
Foresaw" — Dorothea  Marilyn  Far- 
bar 

"Miriam  and  the  Crisis  in  Egypt" — 
Lois  Ruth  Karron 

"Deborah  and  the  Crisis  in  Early  Pal- 
estine"— Barbara  Joan  Goldman 

"Esther  and  the  Crisis  in  Persia" — 
Barbara  Zamsky 

"Hannah  and  the  Crisis  that  Faced  the 
Maccabees" — Rose  May  Wolfe 

"Donna  Gratzia  and  the  Crisis  in  the 
Middle  Ages"  —  Blanche  Hannah 
Rubin 

"Henrietta  Szold  and  the  Crisis  of 
Modern  Jewry" — Marilyn  Suzanne 
Karlin 


the  "American  Language"  by  H.  L. 
Mencken.  The  gift  was  accepted  by  Carol 
Ann  Amreich,  a  third  grade  child. 

The  balance  of  the  program  included 
two  plays,  both  written  and  produced  by 
the  graduates.  The  Hebrew  play  "Nashu- 
vah  N'vineh"  (We  Shall  Return  and  We 
Shall  Build),  which  dealt  with  the  strug- 
gle of  the  Jewish  people  to  return  to  Pal- 
estine through  the  ages. 

The  English  play  "Trip  to  Washing- 
ton, D.  C."  or  "Whose  Idea  Was  This?" 
was  a  dramatic  presentation  of  a  trip  the 
eighth  grade  children  had  taken  to  Wash- 
ington during  the  school  year. 

The  plays  concluded  the  graduation 
exercises  of  the  class  of  1946. 


"Chanah    Szenes    and    the    Crisis  of 
World  War  IF'— Pearl  Salomon 

The  Opening  Prayer  was  delivered  by 
Joan  Goldsmith  and  the  Closing  Prayer 
by  Joan  Alice  Leonard. 

Other  numbers  included:  "The  Bless- 
ings for  the  Torah"  by  Florence  Ann 
Bromberg  and  Barbara  Schiller;  "The 
Greatness  of  America"  by  Gloria  Joy 
Janow;  "I  Am  the  Synagogue"  by  Har- 
riet Phyllis  Burg;  "I  Am  Your  Bible"  by 
Lois  Paula  Bass;  "They  Shall  Never  Die" 
— In  memory  of  our  six  million  dead  in 
Europe — by  Rhoda  Joy  Schiff;  "Inspira- 
tion for  the  Future — Pledge  of  Consecra- 
tion" by  Ann  Helen  Goldenberg. 

Charlotte  Machlin,  a  member  of  the 
Consecration  Class  of  1940,  greeted  the 
new  Consecrants  and  welcomed  them  to 
join  the  Post  Consecration  group. 

The  musical  numbers  presented  by  the 
class  were  coached  by  our  musical  direc- 
tor, Mr.  Julius  Grossman,  and  the  sing- 
ing was  led  by  Miss  Sydelle  Stone. 

Acknowledgment  of  Gifts 

We  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  receipt 
of  prayer  books  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
H.  Sherman  of  597  Lefferts  Avenue  in 
honor  of  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of  their  son, 
Mitchell  L.,  on  May  5th  and  from  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Green  of  289  Empire 
Boulevard,  in  honor  of  the  Bar  Mitzvah 
of  their  son,  Stanley,  on  June  1. 

[Center  News  continued  on  page  22] 
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APPLICATIONS  FOR  MEMBERSHIP 


The  following  have  applied  for  mem- 
bership in  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center: 

Atlas,  Jerry 

Res.    260  Buffalo  Ave. 
Single 

Bergmann,  Bernard  J. 
Res.     15  0  Crown  St. 
Bus.     5  54  Atlantic  Ave. 
Married 

Proposed  by  Frank  Schaeffer 
Brodie,  Berton  M. 

Res.    295  Montgomery  St. 

Bus.  Student 

Single 

Proposed  by  Frank  Brodie 
Davis,  Dr.  Isidore 
Res.    22  5  Legion  St. 
Bus.    Physician,  Same 
Single 

Proposed  by  Jack  Kroll 
DiLBERT,  Bernard 

Res.     13  5  Eastern  Pkwy. 

Bus.  Student 

Single 

Proposed  by  Chas.  Dilbert 
Eisner,  Jack  M. 

Res.     1593  Sterling  PI. 

Bus.    Insurance,  80  Lafayette  St. 

Single 
Eller,  Albert 

Res.    847  Lincoln  Pi. 

Bus.    Glass  Tubing,  5  5  W.  16th  St. 

Married 

Proposed  by  Leo  Kaufmann, 
Aaron  Dershowitz 
Froelich,  Henry 

Res.    751  St.  Marks  Ave. 
Bus.    Fixtures,  5  5  W.  42nd  St. 
Married 

Proposed  by  Joseph  Goldberg 
Gellman,  Miss  Sylvia 

Res.    2298  Bedford  Ave. 
HoNiG,  Miss  Pearl  A. 

Res.    751  Linden  Blvd. 

Proposed  by  Bunny  Rothman 
Horowitz,  Harry 

Res.     12  5  Hawthorne  St. 

Bus.    Restaurant,  1362  6th  Ave. 

Married 
Kahn,  Harold  P. 

Res.    45  Linden  Blvd. 

Bus.    Sportswear,  125  5th  Ave. 

Married 

Proposed  by  Center  Academy 
Kandel,  Nathan 

Res.     131-01  229th  St. 


Bus.    Builder,  103  W.  27th  St. 
Married 

Proposed  by  Arthur  Phaff, 
Sam  Schoenfeld 
Kirsner,  Miss  Helen 

Res.    990  Carroll  St. 
KuMMEL,  Herbert 

Res.     1663  President  St. 

Single 

Proposed  by  Joseph  Goldberg, 
Leroy  Lowenfeld 
Lipshutz,  Raymond 
Res.    13  87  Carroll  St. 
Single 

Proposed  by  Philip  L.  Lipshutz 
LiTwiN,  Miss  Mamie 

Res.  425  Herzl  St. 
Nathanson,  William 

Res.     1002  Ditmas  Ave. 

Bus.    Dresses,  138  5  Broadway 

Married 

Proposed  by  Chas.  Feinberg 
Reiner,  Milton 

Res.    5  59  Empire  Blvd. 
Single 

Rosenberg,  Miss  Marjorie 

Res.  709  Sterling  Pi. 
RucHMAN,  Norman  S. 

Res.     301  Brooklyn  Ave. 

Single 

Proposed  by  Dr.  J.  Ruchman 
Sloate,  Kalman 

Res.    145  Lincoln  Rd. 

Bus.    Und.,  72  Madison  Ave. 

Married 

Proposed  by  Louis  Kaplan 
SoLowAY,  Leon 

Res.    683  Crown  St. 
Single 

Proposed  by  Samuel  Soloway 
Weinberg,  Robert 
Res.    476  Crown  St. 
Bus.    Salesman,  14  W.  45th  St. 
Single 

Proposed  by  Paul  Green wald 
Weinberg,  Seymour 
Res.    476  Crown  St. 
Bus.    Retail,  364  Knickerbocker  Ave. 
Single 

Proposed  by  Paul  Greenwald 
Wolf,  Miss  Sylvia 
Res.     1 5  Crown  St. 
Bus.  Teacher 

Proposed  by  Corinne  Pressner 


The  following  has  applied  for  rein- 
statement: 

Levenson,  Stanley  S. 
Res.    853  Empire  Blvd. 
Bus.    Wiping  Cloths,  17  E.  42nd  St. 
Single 

MAURICE  BERNHARDT, 
Chairman,  Membership  Committee 

Seats  for  Coming  High  Holy  Days 

Members  arc  urged  to  make  their  res- 
ervations for  High  Holy  Day  seats  with 
the  least  possible  delay.  We  expect  an 
unusually  large  demand  for  tickets  this 
year  and  early  reservations  are  advisable 
to  avoid  disappointment. 

The  services  in  the  Main  Synagogue 
will  be  conducted  by  Cantor  William 
Sauler,  assisted  by  the  Leo  Low  choir. 

The  Auditorium  services  will  be  con- 
ducted by  Rev.  Max  Hoeflich. 

Junior  Congregation  services  will  be 
held  in  the  Prayer  Room.  Reserve  your 
seats  now  for  your  children. 

Congratulations 

Congratulations  and  best  wishes  are 
extended  to  the  following: 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Irving  L.  Cohen  of  392 
New  York  Avenue  on  the  celebration  of 
their  25  th  wedding  anniversary  on  June 
30th. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Greenblatt  of 
22  5  Central  Park  West  on  the  celebration 
of  their  fortieth  wedding  anniversary  on 
June  12th.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greenblatt  have 
made  substantial  contributions  to  var- 
ious Jewish  cultural  funds  in  honor  of 
the  occasion. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Sharkey  of  436 
New  York  Avenue  on  the  arrival  of  a 
daughter,  Susan  Etta,  on  June  15  th. 

Bar  Mitzvah 

A  HEARTY  Mazel  Tov  is  extended  to 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Berman  of  1408 
President  Street  on  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of 
their  son,  Leonard,  which  will  be  cele- 
brated at  the  Center  this  Saturday  morn- 
ing, June  29th. 

Sabbath  Services 

Kindling  of  candles  at  8:05  p.m. 
Friday  evening  services  at  6:00  and 
7:00. 

Sabbath  services,  Parsha  "Karah" — 
Rosh  Hadesh  Tammuez,  will  commence 
at  8:45  p.m. 

Rabbi  Levinthal  will  preach  on  the 
weekly  portion  of  the  Torah. 

Mincha  services  at  8:00  p.m. 
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THE  TRAGEDY  OF  ISRAEL 
IN  BEER-HOFMANN'S  WORK 

[Continued  from  page  8] 


to  announce  his  selection  by  God  for  His 
mission,  affirms  that  he  wants  neither 
riches,  nor  power,  nor  empire.  He  is  ask- 
ing that  for  Edom.  He  is  weary  and 
would  like  to  return  home  to  Chebron, 
and  join  his  ancestors  in  their  sleep.  He 
releases  God  from  the  covenant  He  made 
with  Abraham. 

The  galaxy  of  privileged  angels  is 
joined  by  Samael.  Samael  is  not  the  cus- 
tomary evil  carrier  of  the  Hebraic  legend. 
He  is  the  angel  of  revolt,  with  eyes  filled 
with  sorrow  and  dolor.  Banished  from 
heaven,  he  is  still  united  with  God.  God 
must  throw  darkness  over  the  world,  and 
he  throws  him,  Samael,  as  the  eternal 
shadow  of  God.  He  accuses  the  angels 
of  basking  in  God's  light,  and  by  their 
hymns  of  praise  they  deaden  the  terrible 
cry  of  pain  that  rises  from  the  earth  but 
never  reaches  God.  Samael  does  not  envy 
God's  creation,  that  bloody  knot  of  ha- 
tred and  greed.  If  pain  is  punishment, 
why  should  the  animal  mutely  die  by  the 
road?  Why  should  the  new-born  children 
suffer?  For  what  purpose  did  God  create 
that  earth,  reeling  through  space  and 
time?  Does  not  God  comprehend  the 
horror  of  His  creation?  Did  he  create  the 
world  for  His  pleasure?  It  is  a  bad  crea- 
tion, for  He  had  no  power  to  create  a 
better  world. 

Samael  adjures  Jacob  not  to  submit  be- 
fore the  promises  of  brilliance,  power, 
and  splendor.  He  remarks  bitterly  that 
the  choice  is  not  a  voluntary  one,  but  a 
"you  must."  The  promise  of  eternal  life 
for  his  descendants  sounds  like  a  blessing, 
but  it  is  only  damnation.  Other  peoples 
may  remember  their  forebears;  but  Ja- 
cob's people  must  and  can  never  forget 
theirs.  It  will  be  an  eternal  people,  eter- 
nally wandering,  a  people  dragged  by 
God  through  the  ages. 

• 

For  these  words,  the  angel  Michael 
calls  Samael  a  liar,  but  a  voice  from 
heaven  confirms  the  truth  of  Samael's 
words.  The  same  voice  announces  that 
when  others  are  kneeling,  imploring  for 
mercy,  God  grants  it  like  a  master  to  a 
slave,  but  to  Jacob  mercy  is  forbidden. 
He  must  stand  like  a  son  before  his  father 


and  claim  his  right.  He  may  suffer  un- 
told martyrdom  in  God's  name,  but  he 
must  know  that  he  was  never  rejected. 
God  will  be  so  deeply  indebted  to  his  son 
that  He  will  raise  him  from  all  to  the 
atonement  of  mankind. 

Jacob  finally  realizes  that,  if  God  has 
selected  him,  and  has  sent  His  angels  to 
offer  him  His  mission,  he  has  no  choice. 
It  is  God's  will  which  he  must  accept. 
Jacob  promises  to  carry  this  mission  not 
as  a  burden,  but  as  a  crown. 

The  same  cosmic  struggle  between  the 
two  principles  of  human  life  is  the  basis 
for  the  drama  "The  Young  David"  (Der 
junge  David,  1933). 

In  1928-1929  Beer-Hofmann  super- 
vised the  production  of  Goethe's  "Iphi- 
genia  in  Tauris"  in  Vienna,  and  in  Berlin. 
In  1932,  on  New  Year's  Day,  he  opened 
the  commemoration  of  the  centennary  of 
Goethe's  death.  Two  months  later  he 
supervised  a  series  of  festival  perfor- 
mances of  his  adaptation  of  Goethe's 
"Faust."  It  was  such  a  success  that  it 
made  people  believe  Vienna  would  over- 
shadow and  replace  Bayreuth.  Beer- 
Hofmann  himself  thought  that  Vienna 
would  become  the  world's  center  of  the- 
atrical art. 

It  is  rather  surprising  that  a  master  of 
the  written  word  in  poetry  and  prose 
should  consider  the  pantomime  as  a  more 
impressive  medium  of  expression  than  the 
drama.  Beer-Hofmann  produced  a  pan- 
tomime, "Das  Goldene  Pferd,"  somewhat 
reminiscent  of  a  tale  from  the  Thousand 
and  One  Nights. 

He  received  two  prizes.  The  highest 
award  for  drama,  the  European  Schiller's 
prize,  and  the  American  award  for  distin- 
guished services  from  the  National  Insti- 
tute of  Arts  and  Letters  in  1945. 


Beer-Hofmann  could  not  confine  him- 
self to  poetic  creation  only.  His  Jewish 
birth  did  not  permit  it.  A  master  of  de- 
scription of  nature  and  of  man's  thoughts 
and  feelings,  he  saw  too  well  the  human 
tragedy.  Everything  he  writes  about  is 
pervaded  with  lyricism.  It  seems  in  his 
writings  that  nature  and  things,  sur- 
rounding men,  share  in  the  human  woes. 


He  cannot,  like  the  angels,  be  satisfied 
with  hymns  of  praise  to  God's  creation. 
Like  Samael,  he  is  in  revolt.  He  sees  no 
sense  in  such  a  horrible  world,  but  he  has 
no  answer  to  human  and  Jewish  suffer- 
ings. He  sees  fate  making  man  saint  or 
rascal,  hero  or  knave,  victim  or  murderer, 
moral  or  profligate.  Those  whose  turn 
has  come  are  at  peace,  but  the  living  must 
go  on,  whether  tragically  or  not.  There 
is  a  solidarity  between  the  dead,  living, 
and  coming  generations  and  none  is  re- 
leased from  morality  nor  the  duty  of 
sharing  in  his  fellow-man's  sufferings.  It 
is  the  old  Koheleth's  thought:  "And  that 
is  left  to  man — to  fear  God  and  keep  his 
commandments."  Beer-Hofmann  lived 
according  to  his  belief.  He  shared  the 
fate  of  his  people  without  complaint  and 
he  deserves  that  "Le  peuple  le  pleure." 

CENTER  NEWS 

[Continued  from  page  20] 

Leo  Low  to  Direct  Center  Choir 

We  are  happy  to  announce  that  the 
renowned  choir  leader,  Leo  Low,  will  pre- 
pare and  lead  the  High  Holy  Day  Choir 
in  the  Synagogue  of  the  Center. 

Mr.  Low  is  recognized  as  a  pioneer  in 
Jewish  music  and  a  composer  of  some  of 
our  best  known  Palestinian  and  Yiddish 
folk  songs.  He  conducted  the  choirs  of 
some  of  the  world-famous  cantors,  among 
them  Sirota,  Hershman,  Rosenblatt  and 
Roitman.  At  his  concerts  he  had  as  solo- 
ists artists  of  the  type  of  Mischa  Elman. 
Bronislav,  Huberman  and  Josef  Schwartz. 

Condolence 

We  extend  our  sympathy  and  condo- 
lence to  Messrs.  Percy  and  WilHam  Gold- 
man, of  1239  Sterling  Place,  on  the  loss 
of  their  beloved  father,  Abraham  J.,  on 
June  19th. 

Legacies 

The  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center  was  men- 
tioned as  a  beneficary  in  the  last  will  and 
testaments  of  the  following  members  who 
passed  on  recently: 

Estate  of  Abraham  Fink 
"      "  Jacob  Rutstcin 
"  Esther  Wiener 

Bar  Mitzvah 

CoNCRATULA  rioNs  arc  extended  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Geffcn,  of  693 
Crown  Street,  on  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of 
their  son,  Edward,  at  the  Center  on 
June  22nd. 
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achieve  a  permanent  status,  but  it  was 
not  the  only  lost  cause  to  which  Magnes 
had  dedicated  himself  with  fervor.  It 
was  due  to  his  indefatigable  efforts  that 
the  Jewish  Bureau  for  Education  was  set 
up  and  launched  a  modern  viewpoint  of 
Jewish  education.  At  the  same  time — 
and  this  was  long  before  the  American 
Jewish  Congress  Days — he  was  among  the 
original  incorporators  of  the  American 
Jewish  Committee,  in  the  company  of 
Jacob  H.  Schiff,  Cyrus  Adler,  Julian  W. 
Mack,  Louis  Marshall,  and  other  men  of 
that  type.  Magnes  was,  if  not  their 
leader,  certainly  their  darling,  and  occa- 
sionally also  their  enfant-terrible.  Be- 
cause of  his  devotion  to  Jewish  education 
he  served  for  many  years  on  the  Govern- 
ing Committee  of  the  Teachers  Institute 
of  the  Jev/ish  Theological  Seminary  of 
America.  It  has  been  said  that  when 
Solomon  Schechter  passed  to  his  eternal 
reward  there  was  considerable  talk  to  the 
effect  that  Magnes  might  succeed  him  to 
the  presidency  of  the  Rabbinical  Semi- 
nary, and  subsequently  to  the  Presidency 
of  the  United  Synagogue  of  America. 

At  this  time  Professor  Kaplan  is  ad- 
vocating the  establishment  of  an  Ameri- 
can University  of  Judaism,  and  Rabbi 
Louis  I.  Newman  and  others  are  urging 
the  organization  of  an  American  Jewish 
University.  Magnes  realized,  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago,  that  the  ideal  place  to 
found  the  institution  to  combine  the  sa- 
lient features  of  both  was  the  Holy  Land, 
and  in  the  Holy  Land,  the  Holy  City, 
Jerusalem. 

It  is  not  hard  to  appreciate  the  quiet 
joy  and  the  soul-filling  pride  which 
Magnes  felt  and  probably  still  feels  to- 
day for  the  University.  Some  years  ago 
I  listened  in  to  a  broadcast  from  Jerusa- 
lem. I  heard  Magnes's  rich  but  mellow 
voice  reaching  out  to  me,  "Shalom,  I 
speak  to  you  from  my  study  in  the  He- 
brew University  on  Mount  Scopus  at 
Jerusalem.  It  is  now  sunrise  and  the 
glorious  panorama  of  Eretz  Israel  is 
spread  out  before  me.  .  .  ." 

Magnes  and  the  University!  They  are 
one  and  indissoluble! 

That  same  voice  pleaded  for  zedakah  at 
a  mass  meeting  of  the  American  Jewish 
Relief  Committee  in  a  theater  auditorium 


in  the  Bronx  during  my  student  days. 
And  years  later  I  heard  it  raised  to  an 
angry  pitch  denouncing  the  incipient 
Nazi  philosophy  at  a  monster  student 
meeting  that  was  held  at  the  Jewish  In- 
stitute of  Religion  in  New  York  City,  in 
the  name  of  the  academic  staff  and  the 
student  body  of  the  University. 

How  does  one  really  epitomize  the  per- 
sonality and  the  lifework  of  a  Magnes? 

By  a  happy  coincidence  he  has  done  it 
for  himself — quite  unwittingly.  In  a 
message  which  Magnes  addressed  to  Rabbi 
Israel  H.  Levinthal  for  publication  in  the 
Jubilee  Book  of  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Cen- 
ter, he  wrote:  "May  I  extend  to  you  my 
best  wishes  for  many,  many  more  years 
of  strength  and  good  health,  so  that  you 
may  be  enabled  to  continue  your  distin- 
guished work  on  behalf  of  our  people, 
our  Torah,  and  our  land." 

"Our  people,  our  Torah,  and  our 
land — " 

These  three  words  describe  the  person- 
ality of  Magnes  and  reveal  the  course  of 
his  life. 

NEW  BOOKS 

[Continued  from  9^^^  ''1 
"Trauklitt  Delano  Roosevelt,"  The  Trib- 
ute of  the  Synagogue.    By  Rabbi  Max 
Klein  man. 

In  this  volume  the  editor  has  compiled 
an  interesting  collection  of  sermons  and 
eulogies,  prayers  and  editorials,  through 
which  the  Jewish  people  of  America  gave 
expression  to  their  great  grief  at  the  death 
of  the  beloved  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt. 
As  Dr.  Stephen  S.  Wise  says  in  a  beauti- 
ful foreword  to  the  book:  "The  tributes 
that  will  be  found  in  the  following  pages 
are  not  for  the  most  part  considered  ap- 
praisals. They  are,  I  repeat,  the  first  out- 
pourings of  a  great  sorrow  over  a  very 
great  loss." 

Rabbi  Klcinman  deserves  the  thanks  of 
the  American  Jewish  community  for  thus 
putting  into  permanent  form  the  feelings 
of  affection  and  reverence  of  American 
Jewry  for  their  departed  President  as  ex- 
pressed by  many  of  the  leaders  of  Jewish 
life  and  thought. 

"'rhe  Aleph-Bct  Story  Book."  By  Debo- 
rah Pessin.  The  Jewish  Publication  Soci- 
ety of  America. 


This  is  a  most  welcome  addition  to  the 
very  limited  field  of  good  books  for  very 
young  children.  The  author  cleverly  uti- 
lizes the  letters  of  the  Hebrew  alphabet 
in  telling  beautiful  stories  centered  around 
the  Bible  or  ancient  legends.  She  has  the 
ability  to  make  her  characters  live  and 
win  the  interest  of  the  youngest  child. 
The  stories  are  finely  illustrated  and 
printed,  and  bound  most  attractively, 
making  this  volume  a  most  useful  com- 
panion and  an  excellent  gift  for  a  Jewish 
child. 

INTERPRETING  JEWISH  LAW 

[Continued  from  page  9] 
have  a  body  disinterred?  May  the  rabbi 
ofiici  ate  at  a  funeral  of  a  Jew  whose  bur- 
ial is  to  take  place  at  a  non-sectarian 
cemetery?  The  full  record  of  these  re- 
sponsae  are  available  in  the  files  of  the 
Committee. 

Not  infrequently,  the  Committee  on 
Jewish  Law  receives  questions  pertaining 
to  the  Sabbath  and  the  Synagogue,  such 
as  this  one:  Could  a  "Mogen  David"  be 
used  as  an  ornamental  design  imbedded 
in  the  floor  of  the  synagogue  over  which 
people  walk  while  entering  and  leaving 
the  House  of  Worship?  The  reply  of  the 
Committee  was  that  "while  there  is  nat- 
urally no  reference  in  Jewish  Law  to  the 
sanctity  of  the  'Mogen  David,'  which  be- 
came a  Jewish  symbol  in  comparatively 
late  times,  yet  a  great  deal  of  sentiment 
is  attached  to  the  symbol.  Consequently, 
stepping  on  the  'Mogen  David'  in  the 
floor  of  the  synagogue  would  constitute  a 
violation  of  good  taste.  Such  action 
would  meet  with  the  resentment  of  all 
refined  Jews  who  are  sensitive  to  the 
symbols  and  sentiments  of  their  fellow 
Jews." 

When  this  volume  will  appear,  the  in- 
terested student  in  the  development  of 
Jewish  religious  life  will  find  fascinating 
material  to  prove  the  validity  of  the 
claim  that  the  Torah  can  still  be — what 
it  was  to  the  Jew  of  past  ages — an  Orach 
Chayim,  a  Way  of  Life. 

The  Review  will  nUrncl  in- 
terest in  the  Center.  Send  it  to 
a  friend  when  you  have  fin- 
ished reading  it. 
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VACATION  WITH  PLAY 


The  moment  you  cross  our  threshold,  the  cares  of  this  cock-eyed  world  slip  from 
your  shoulders.  Our  suave  staff  is  involved  in  a  gay  conspiracy  to  make  you  a  new- 
person,  give  you  a  new  lease  on  life  (with  an  option  to  renew) . 

We  don't  mean  to  wax  poetic,  but  there's  something  about  the  rugged  majesty  of 
the  White  Mountain  landscape  that  stirs  the  hearts  of  the  most  blase  city  dwellers. 

If  you  want  to  cram  a  year's  action  into  a  couple  of  weeks  (and  who  are  we  to 
stop  you?) ,  there's  tennis,  hiking,  golf,  horseback  riding,  swimming  and  other  ways 
of  knocking  yourself  out.  Or,  you  can  while  away  the  hours  boating,  fishing  or 
day-dreaming  on  one  of  the  Alpine-like  lakes  that  dot  the  countryside.  And  you 
meet  such  interesting  people  at  HOWARD  HOUSE.  From  the  start,  we  have  at- 
tracted the  kind  of  guest  you  would  invite  to  your  own  home. 

This  is  the  vacation  you've  been  promising  yourself  for  years.  And  we  send  you 
back  to  the  city  refreshed  in  body  and  spirit,  ready  to  cope  with  butchers,  maids 
and  tax-collectors  —  so  to  this  melodrama  there's  a  ^appu  ^X\&\X\.q\ 


NOTICE: 


The  Management  is  not  responsible  for  loss  of  a  mem- 
orable vacation  unless  your  plans  are  checked  with 
us  now.    RUN,  do  not  walk,  to  the  nearest  mailbox. 


HOWARD  HOUSE 


BETHLEHEM,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


In  the  Heart  of  the  White  Mountains 
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